
 UCUP 
December Newsletter 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.  

A United Church of Christ/ 
United Methodist Church 

&  a LGBTQIA                                
Welcoming Congregation 

Advent and Christmas Worship Series 

Heaven and Nature Sing: 300 years of JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

Dec. 1 - 10am  Advent 1 - Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy  
   Hanging of the Greens following worship 
 

Dec. 8 - 10am  Advent 2 - Repeat the Sounding Joy: Loving Joy  

Celebrate Advent with Cookies and Creches -Sunday, December 8     
Calling all holiday cookie bakers! The December Worship and Fellowship team 
invites you to share your favorite Christmas treats. Please bring 2-3 dozen  
cookies to church on December 8. Cookies will be served during fellowship time 
throughout the month.  If you have a creche you would to display, please bring 
it to the church by 9:30 a.m. 

Submitted by Marilyn Thompson and Dorothy McCuistion 

Dec. 15 - 10am  Advent 3- Make the Blessings Known: Unabashed Joy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 22 - 10am   Advent 4 - Make the Nations Prove: Peaceful Joy  

 
Celtic Christmas Eve  

Incarnate Joy  

Join us as we sing  
Silent Night by  

candlelight 
 

Dec. 29 - 10am   Wonders of His Love: Compassionate Joy  

Dec. 19 - 7pm  Blue Christmas: Elusive Joy 

Dec. 24 - 7pm 
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Last year we celebrated the 200th anniversary of the beloved 
carol “Silent Night”. This year we celebrate the 300th anniversary of 
“Joy to the World”. Composer Isaac Watt’s interpretation of Psalm 
98 invites us to sing a “new song” about all creation being renewed. 
We will explore the depths of joy that can be found even in the midst 
of suffering, and the work of justice drawing on some of the         
wisdom of The Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 2016 
collaboration “The Book of Joy”.   

 

Each week, as we light one more candle on the Advent 
wreath we will explore Hopeful Joy, Loving Joy, Unabashed Joy, 
and Peaceful Joy through short dramas being written by Neva    
Laurie-Berry. Elusive Joy will make an entrance for our Blue   
Christmas Service on December 19th at 7pm. And the Advent Worship Series “Joy to the World: 
Heaven and Nature Sing” will culminate on Christmas Eve with Incarnate Joy. Advent starts       
December 1st. Join us in worship! 

It is unfathomable to me that we have already reached December.  That this year is nearly at a close, 
and that my term as President of the Congregation will be ending in just a few short weeks.  At the 
same time, it is amazing to me that it has been only 2 years, that 2019 took this long to end, that this 
amazing spiritual home of ours is only 50 years old!  Time is this strange, fluid thing. Somehow, we 
are now nearly 20 years away from Y2K!   
  
As it is the December newsletter entry, and my penultimate one, I suppose it is time to look back, to 
reminisce, to summarize.  It would be, but it's also December (or just before Thanksgiving as I write 
this), and there is so much to do! Who decided to set the time to reflect in the middle of the busiest 
holiday season of the year?  It truly feels that there is just never enough time!   
  
And yet, this congregation makes time.  We are not the largest, richest, fanciest, or even loudest, but 
we are the most involved, engaged congregations I have ever been a part of, or even heard of!  We 
show up! We volunteer, we come to worship, we sing, we laugh, we listen, we advocate, we share in 
the tasks of worship, of planning, of administration, of teaching, of supporting each other.  We check 
in, we question, we disagree, and we respect each other while we do it. As we enter December, we 
are coming up on the Annual Meeting on January 26 (Save the Date); that means, as chair of the 
Nominations Committee, I have been part of asking people to step up, continue on, and push       
themselves to be part of the leadership of this church.  For someone who hates to ask things of      
others, it's an intimidating job; and yet, this congregation is wonderfully thoughtful, willing, and honest 
about how and where they are able to contribute. And, especially when pushing ourselves, we seem 
to grow! Over and over, these past 2 years, you have all shown me how much we are willing and able 
to do.  You have shown me that more is possible than my fears and anxieties predict. You have 
shown me, reminded me, encouraged, me, and helped me in things that I was not sure I, or we, could 
do. You have been hope, help, support, and a challenge to my doubts and fears. You have been, and 
continue to be, the Holy Spirit moving in us, in this place, in this world.  As we come to the turning of 
the year, to the season of Advent, of beginnings, of Peace, please remember that you are, we are, 
part of the manifestation of that season, of that Spirit, of that Hope.   
  
Thank you.  Bless you. And please, continue being you!  Each of you, all of you. Our church.   
  
Sincerely, 
Chris Berry 

President of the Congregation 
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Stewardship's a song we sing. I hope you understand 
You can share your talents with us 
or just some of your time 
It's up to us to support our church 
and each of us knows why 
 
Come on people now pledge for our future 
Everybody get together 
Share your time, talents, treasure right now 
 
Funds we need to pay our bills and programs we support 
You hold the key to love and faith and the Lord's command 
Just a pledge unlocks them all it's on you that we depend 

Words adapted by Don Thompson 

Stewardstock Brings Groovy Results 
United Church in U.P. is well on its way to meeting goals for the 2020 budget following the        
presentation and consecration of pledges on Nov. 24. “Stewardstock,” which gave a nod to the 50

th
 

anniversary of Woodstock, was a colorful celebration of the time, talents, and treasure with which we 
support our church. As of Nov. 24, United Church members have pledged $128,000 toward the 2020 
budget. In 2019, pledges  totaled just over $150,000, and total   
revenue was budgeted at $168,000. On the expense side, our    
operating budget in 2019 is $196,571. Fortunately, expenses this 
year are running under budget, and a minimal shortfall is            
anticipated at year-end. As we look ahead to 2020, we are       
challenged to support all of the wonderful programs and ministry of 
United Church in University Place. A BIG thank you to those of 
you who have already pledged and turned in your time and  
talent sheets. For those of you that haven’t gotten around to it yet,  
there is still time! Please consider prayerfully how you can support our church, both financially and 
with your time and talents. Your financial pledge helps us plan and budget for the year ahead. Pledge 
forms are available from the church office. Completed forms can also be submitted to the office.  
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Welcome New Members! 
We joyfully welcome our new members who joined UCUP on Consecration & Covenant Sunday.  
 

 Laura Balcom as Associate Member from Seattle 1st Baptist. Roger Balcom will join as an            
Associate Member in January when he is fully recovered from pneumonia. They join as Associate 
Members in order to maintain their ordination with the American Baptist Church. 

 Amara & Leif Oden transferring from Tolt UCC, WA. 

 Cheryl Stone from New Heart MCC/UCC in Tacoma, WA.  

 Neva Laurie-Berry joined as an affiliate member in 2013. We 
now recognize her as a full member from Lebanon 1st UMC, 
IL.  Neva has been involved in many ways in our congregation 
these past seven years from singing in the choir, playing 
chimes and handbells, teaching us about Evolution Sunday, 
writing and directing Christmas Pageants and Lenten Dramas, 
and currently is the chair of the Worship & Adornment team. 

 

Please take time to read their mini-biographies and warmly     
welcome them into membership. 
 
 

Laura Balcom grew up in a musical, social-justice oriented,              
ecumenically involved Methodist church, collected spirituality and    
mysticism from an adolescent journey through the charismatic        
movement, and circled back to the type of church she grew up in.  She 
was a pre-med biology major at Bryn Mawr College, changed her mind, 
was a software engineer after a Master's degree in Computer Science at 
Arizona State University, went to seminary and had a second career in 
pastoral ministry, and then earned teaching credentials for public school 
and Montessori education for her third career.  She, Roger, and their son 
Tim live in Port Orchard in a house overlooking a creek. God is good. 

 

Cheryl Stone: I was raised in east Tacoma, one of six kids. I married 
pretty young. I have two children, one of each flavor. My pride and joy. 
They are good and kind people. I cannot ask for much more. My       
parents didn’t attend church much, in fact dropped us off and picked 
us up after. I made a different decision. My kids were raised in the 
Catholic church.  
  My spiritual life and church life changed when my cousin Doyle died 
of AIDS. His sister made a quilt square and my family was invited to 
New Heart MCC/UCC. So I went. The congregation was very huggy and 
I didn't go back for some time. After a time I found myself being drawn 
back and to make a long story short, I attended New Heart for almost 
20 years. 2015 was a hard year. My Mom passed away, my church 

closed and I was done with church. As time marches on, in 2017 I started looking around for a new 
church home. My friend Nancy mentioned in passing about needing a Sunday School teacher at her 
church. I did not give it a second thought. It came up a few more times in conversation. Still I thought 
nothing of it. I had not been to church in over a year and started to feel like I needed to move on. God 
has a funny way of getting my attention. At 2am one night I woke up, which isn’t like me. I heard what 
I perceived a voice say, “You can teach Sunday school.” It kind of freaked me out  since I live alone. 
The next morning I did not give it anymore thought. This happened a couple more times. The very 
next time I saw Nancy, Sunday School came up again. I found myself volunteering to teach Sunday 
School temporarily in a church I didn’t know. Again, time marches on. Last week i was having lunch 
with a friend and found myself inviting someone to “my" church. Ok God I hear you. Pastor Cathy 
"ambushed" me last Sunday saying “It's time!” I replied, “I know! God told me!” So here I am joining 
UCUP. 
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The Odens are joining UCUP by way of Tolt United Church of Christ in 
the small rural town of Carnation, where they lived for the last 13 years. 
They moved to Tacoma about a year ago, looking for increased diversity, 
access to services for their kids, and that small city vibe, and live in the 

South End by the Lincoln District. They love to visit 
the YMCA, go camping, snuggle, play board games, 
and explore on adventures together. 
Arietta is 10 and in her last year at elementary 
school. She’s in Girl Scouts, is bonkers for horses, 
writes and illustrates stories, and is likely looking 
for work as your next helper. 
Camron is 12 and in his first year at middle school 
at Jason Lee. He is an avid reader, loves his screen 
time, great with babies and toddlers, and can figure out your computer and  
password faster than you can blink. 
Kainoa (Noa) is 11 days away from 14 and is in seventh grade at Giaudrone.     
Noa’s first love is all things music, followed by an intense interest in fishing, with 
a close third meeting new people and asking them lots of questions. 
Leif’s varied career includes outward bound instructor, construction, director of 
religious education at a UU church, substitute teacher, and nurse. Currently 
keeping the wheels on the family as the full-time parent, he occasionally escapes 

for some white water paddling or in search of a good pint and conversation. 
Amara is pursuing her Masters of Divinity in the hopes of being ordained a UCC minister someday. 
While she attends school part time, she works as the Development Director of Yoga Behind Bars and 
thanks her lucky stars for her supportive husband. She loves to hike, cook, and eat. 
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  3 AJ Rowatt 
6 Kelly Krisman 
9 Jeff Gillard 
9 Emily Hartley 
9 Marge Lehmann 
10 Pat Mail 
12 Janet Wicks 
14 Jim Davis 
15 Tamaya Tereshkova 
16 Neil Rader 
17 Duncan Foley 
20 Jeff Andersen 
22 Kathy Munn 
24 Cathy Law 
30 Linda Vanderbilt 

December  
Birthdays  

Joys & Concerns 

Sunday, November 24, was very busy at United Church—early in the service 
we WELCOMED four new members: Laura Balcom (associate), Leif and 
Amara Oden and Cheryl Stone…and Neva Laurie-Berry changing her   
membership from ‘affiliate’ to full membership.  More good news: Leif and 
Amara bring with them, almost 14 year-old Noa, 12 year-old Camron and   
10 year-old Arietta. 
  

Stewardstock has been very colorful and it seems very successful in getting the message across that 
we should share our time, talents and treasure – nicely put in Don Thompson’s adaption of ‘Get       
Together’.  Hopefully some of the signs used in Stewardstock will be saved for next year’s Duck     
Parade. Think it’s safe to say that the potluck following the service was enjoyed by all that were able 
to attend. ‘Thank you’ to the many that pulled that together and for cleaning up afterwards…and to 
those that put the Christmas tree up. 
  
Our sympathy to Anthea Hubanks  on the recent death of her mother. And Randi Byrd’s mother died 
recently as well. Please keep her in your prayers, along with Roger Balcom recovering from         
pneumonia…Jim Davis with a badly bruised toe…Mary Jones who was in the hospital briefly following 
a fall. ..Vicki Diamond, recovering from surgery. Please continue to pray for those who have a hard 
time getting to church or are unable too: Michele Wallace…Doris Larsen…Michael Marcoe…Donna 
Shoe…Win Bjarke…Laura & Blanche Beesley…Deb Howard…Yvonne Begeman…Mollie Chaffee…
Linda Vanderbilt and Randi Byrd. 
  
Your Care & Concerns Committee, Vic Bodie, Ardie Herbel, Pat Mail, Kathy Munn and Joyce          
Demarest want to wish you and yours  A MERRY CHRISTMAS ! 

  

DECEMBER ITEM OF THE MONTH FOR MY SISTER’S PANTRY:   

Baby Food and maybe a pair of socks?  (any size) 

   

 
If you are one of those who receive 
extra calendars and blank cards at 
this time of year —Tacoma        
Community House, Tacoma         
Detention Center families and the 
Seafarers Union look forward to 
having them.  There is a table in the 
Narthex where they can be left. 
Thank you, Kay Shaben 
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On All Saint’s Day, at least a dozen people    
planted 300 daffodil bulbs throughout our UCUP 
grounds in memory of those who have gone      
before us. Next spring, as we move from Lent into 
the hope of Easter, daffodils will be popping up 
with a splash of color reminding us, “In the bulb 
there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree, in   
cocoons a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be 
free! In the cold and snow of winter, there’s a 
spring that waits to be, unrevealed until its       
season, something God alone can see.” In        
addition to planting daffodil bulbs, our grounds    
received a fresh layer of mulch AND we’ve        
enhanced our sacred grounds with a pathway, bark and boulders on the north side of the parking lot, 
creating a park like setting. Last Sunday, as we were leaving the church building, a neighbor entered 
the path from the street with her two dogs. How lovely to see the path already being used by our 
neighbors. Many thanks to Janet, Ron & Brendan Wicks for enhancing our grounds. 

UCUP grounds gets a facelift 

  

Thank You for the use of UCUP property as a staging site for excavation 
work being done at a residence on Olympic Blvd. West.  Having equipment 
and materials so close to the job helped immensely. We were happy to add 
some landscape clean up and improvements to that area in appreciation 

for the use of your grounds.  Hope this will help with your ideas and plans for more outdoor ministry 
highlighting your property in the community.   
 
Ron and Brendan Wicks / REW Inc. / RONSON Resources 
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The Annual Faith Action Network Dinner was held on November 10 at 
the Renton Pavilion.  For the second year in a row, Spokane was wired 
in with us, in such a way that people in Spokane could listen in on the 
events in Renton.  There were a record number in attendance for the 
two dinners, and I can assure you that the tables were crowded into the 
space the Pavilion provides. 
  
The event included several awards: the one I remember was that the 
First Baptist Church of Seattle for long-time service in the area        
commitment to justice.  Each award winner was given a chance to speak, and each made the most of 
it. The main speaker was very impressive, and Rick Steves did a great job of suggesting that through 
his travels he has learned so much about how governments make such a difference in how their      
citizens thrive.  Those that tend toward strong democracies win, according to his report. 
  
His generous matching donation of $50,000 is his gift to the organization.  While I am just guessing, I 
estimate that approximately $125,000 total was raised, which enables FAN to continue its wonderful 
work.  Five members of our church, plus Papa and me, shared our table with two from Plymouth    
Congregation in Seattle and one other person. We had a great time, a good meal, and enjoyed the  
diversity of people and religions at this event. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Robert Brown  
 

As many of you know, this January marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of United Church in 
University Place.  This event certainly deserves recognition and celebration, throughout next year. 
That being said, we are in need of your ideas, talents, time and enthusiasm to plan and implement 
this celebration. 

The Board and I are asking for volunteers interested in serving on a committee to plan and           
implement UCUP's celebration of its Golden Anniversary. Please let me know if you are interested 
in participating.  You can reach me via email at cberrymsw@gmail.com or by leaving a message 
with Kelly in the church office or finding me at church.  

Here is to a wonderful celebration of our 50th, and to another half-century of growth for this amazing 
faith community! 

Submitted by Chris Berry 
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Associated Ministries (one of UCUP’s 11 benevolences) 
celebrates 50 years of interfaith and ecumenical work 
and partnership with the City of Tacoma and Pierce 
County answering the Call to meet the needs of many of 
our marginalized citizens. One-stop wraparound intake 
and a strategy of rapid rehousing, liaisons with         
committed landlords and case manager assistance 
makes AM’s work effective and vitalizing.   

Visit www.associatedministries.org to understand what 
you can do to help and how you can donate time talent 
and treasure. A warm hat and solid shoes can mean the difference for someone on the streets to 
stay safe and move into secure housing.  Housing is a right. Affordable and accessible housing is 
our mandate.  We can walk along side so many.  

 

Kay Shaben 2019 Racial Justice Award  

 Kay received the Racial Justice award from the United Methodist Women 
PNW Conference for her extensive work with  the Tacoma Community 
House and Tacoma Detention Center.  Kay demonstrates her commitment 
and dedication by the considerable time and energy she spends           

volunteering and fundraising for immigration justice. 

In addition, immediately following her attendance with our joint 
Charge Conference with Fircrest, Kay then drove away with her 
husband on a road trip to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s depot in Utah to take relief 
supplies and to volunteer for the week. Kay’s commitment to service and helping others is boundless. 

Congratulations! 

 Charge Conference 
with Fircrest 

Our United Methodist SeaTac District                       
Superintendent, Derek Nakano invited UCUP to be 
part of a joint gathering at Fircrest UMC. Following 
Fircrest’s Charge Conference (we will hold ours on 
January  24th as part of our Annual Meeting), Rev. 
Nakano invited us to   
reflect on five questions 

about our spiritual life, what our church offers, and our hopes for the 
church. We then shared table conversations with members from Fircrest. 
At the end, Rev. Nakano talked briefly about the liminal space the United 
Methodist Church is in prior to 2020 General Conference. Many thanks to 
Vic Bode, Cathi Cline, Nancy Davis, Rosemary Jones, Stuart Lane,   
Pamela Maddess, Pat Mail, Nancy Moffett, Allison & Tom Milligan, Kay 
Shaben, Judy Thierry, and Angie Wolle for attending. 
 

http://www.associatedministries.org
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Stewardstock 

 Thankful 
Dinner 

All photos  

courtesy of  

Nancy Moffett 

Representing the oldest and 

the youngest at UCUP 



 

 

  

December                                      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
First Sunday of 
Advent 
10am 

2 3 
10am  
Congregational 
Care 
1pm Alzheimer’s 

4 
12pm  
Brown Baggers 
5:30 Finance 
 

5 
 
 
7:30—9pm 
Choir 

6 7 

8 
Second       
Sunday of   
Advent 
10am  

9 
 
 
6:30pm 
Board Mtg 

10 

 
 

11  

12pm  
Brown Baggers 
 
 

12 
 
 
7:30—9pm 
Choir 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 

Third Sunday 
of Advent 
10am 
 

16 
 
 

 
 

17 
 
 

 
6:30pm Men’s 
Group 

18 
12pm  
Brown Baggers 
 

19 
 

 
 
Service 7pm 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 
10am 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 

 
Celtic Christmas 
7pm 

25 
 

26 
 

 
 
7:30—9pm 
Choir  

27 
 

28 
 
 

 

29 
Worship  
10am 

 

30 31 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

  

Every Sunday—10am Worship Service 

 10:15am Elementary/Youth  

Sunday School 

 

Church Contact  

   (253) 564-2754              

   office@ucup.org 

   pastor@ucup.org 

   www.ucup.org 

 Church Employees 

  Rev. Cathlynn Law   

Music Director: Jeff Andersen 

Nursery Attendant: Addy Harding 

Office Admin: Kelly Krisman 
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United Church In  
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3912 Grandview Dr W 
University Place, WA. 98466 

253-564-2754 
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 Weekly  
 

Sundays 
10am Worship Service 

 

10:15am Elementary/Youth  
Sunday School 

 

Wednesdays 
Noon-2pm Brown Baggers  

Luncheon & Bible Study Group 
 

Thursdays 
 7:30pm-9pm Choir Practice 

(Sept—May) 
 
 

We are United with God,                       
 United to Love,  

and United to Serve Others  

Monthly 
 

1st Sunday of the month 
Communion during worship 

 
 

3rd Tuesday of the month 
6:30-8pm Men’s Group:  

“Concerns in Our Hearts & Souls” 
 

4th Sunday of the month  
11:45am 4th Sunday Forum 

 
 

____________________________ 
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