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No matter who you are, or where you are on life³s journey, you³re welcome here.  

            

A United Church of Christ, a United Methodist Church &  

an LGBTQIA welcoming Congregation  

 
April 22nd  

4th Sunday Forum  
  

The Peace and Justice Committee is pleased to announce that the Rev. Courtney Stange

-Tregear, the Minister for Church Vitalization of the Pacific Northwest Conference, UCC, 

will be our presenter at the Fourth Sunday Forum.   
 

Courtney will update us on the New Poor  People's  Campaign and  how we  can be-

come  more involved.    She will discuss an initiative to  "Find  a  Better Bank,"   a project  

to avoid  investing  in banks  that fund  the expansion of oil pipelines.  
 

We invite the congregation to attend to learn more about these  

important  

economic and environmental justice issues.  
  

Submitted by  
 

Cathi Cline  

Peace & Justice Committee  

 

Saturday, May 5, 2018  
6:00 - 7:30 am: Day of Registration  

& Check-In (bib & shirt pick -up) 

8:00 am: Run Begins 

9:00 am: Walk Begin  
 

 

 

Does a stroll through the park sound like a great way to spend your Saturday 

morning? At the 38th Annual Hunger Walk & 5K Run, you can enjoy a morning of beautiful lake 

views and help your neighbors in need at the same time!  
 

The Emergency Food Network is hosting the Hunger this event at Fort Steilacoom Park at 8717 

87th Ave SW in Lakewood.  Participants will walk around Waughop Lake or run in a chip -timed 

5K.  Family-friendly activities and live music are also provided at the start/finish line.   
 

Contact Judy from the  Peace & Justice group for Team Registration and fundraising.  
 



  
                      
                  Easter Sunday in the Year of our Lord in Two Thousand and Eighteen landed 

on an auspicious April Fool³s Day preceded by the Paschal Moon the night before- the 

first full moon after the spring equinox that tells us when to celebrate Easter.  It also 

happened to be the second Blue Moon of 2018. It is rare to celebrate Easter on April 

Fool³s Day. (1923, 1934, 1945 and 1956. Next time is 2029.)  It is even more auspicious to 

have the Paschal Moon be the second Blue moon in the same year.  Usually a Blue Moon 

happens roughly every other year. But this year we had a Blue moon in January, and 

then the full moon by -passed February altogether giving us another Blue Moon in 

March.  It³s almost like the universe lined up for these auspicious events to come to-

gether in this way. And it³s no April Fool³s joke. 
 

           Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, a band of 30 folks gathered 

on a dark, cold, windy, but not yet rainy (thank God!) Easter morning to greet the risen 

Christ!  While the sun did not make a visible appearance in the east, our hearts were 

warmed with the camaraderie of gathering together by the fire and singing songs of the 

faith.. I borrowed an OpEd by Nathan Betts from the Seattle Times to talk about a life of 

faith.  He wrote about a Coffee shop that has a quote on the shop³s outside wall. ´Live 

Like The Mountain Is Out .µ We understand the power of these words because we know 

the difference it makes whether the ´Mountainµ is ´outµ or not. Especially if you have 

visitors in town.  Sunny skies offer clearer visibility ¸ the different shades of green, the 

snow -capped hills, and the foothills more vibrant from the sun³s rays offering a sense of 

awe. In the PNW, we have been gifted with an abundance of vertical landscape. No short-

age of peaks. During the winter months, the mountain is often hiding. When friends visit 

us when it³s cloudy, I point out where Mount Rainier is, but they could easily think I³m 

making it up. Those days feel dark and heavy. That is what makes the coffee shop³s state-

ment so inspiring. Living like the mountain is out is a challenge because it captures the 

way we all want to live: with a sense of hope and inspiration throughout the day, even 

on the dark days. In a sense, I get the same feeling as I reflect on Easter. The mountain 

may or may not be out, but the trees are starting to bud, neighbors are out tending to 

their lawns and gardens, and fresh flowers are being planted. Easter time provides an 

earthy picture of new life. I³ve recently begun to wonder if living like the mountain is out 

shares similar meaning to the story of Easter. Live as if there were a God, alive, who 

brings hope, forgiveness and peace .                                                                        ĄĄ.Continued 

 

                        A April 1, 2018                               

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

                  Ą..Continued  

Later on Easter morning, over 100 faithful souls joined us in raising our voices in praise. I 

feel  so blessed to have journeyed through Lent, Holy Week, and a glorious Easter with 

you all, and I am so grateful for the many ways people of UCUP show up to provide a 

meaningful and rich worship and fellowship experience, making the experience of the 

Risen Christ among us more palpable.  For fire builders & furniture movers, sanctuary 

decorators & Parament hangers, blossom bringers & choir singers, coffee makers & 

bread bakers, bulletin folders & name tag holders, scripture readers & people feeders, 

flower planters & parking lot blowers - I give thanks to God.  

 

           One last word about April Fools from Rev. Marcia McFee: One theory of the origin 

of April Fools Day came from the 15th century when the calendar changed and the new 

year began on January 1 instead of April 1.  Some people didn³t catch on at first, and 

therefore they were called ´April Fools.µ On this Easter allow yourself to be fooled. Open 

to the possibility that your new year has already started. There is something already at 

work in you that is changing you for the better.  

  

Happy Easter!  Christ Is Risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!!   

Pastor Cathy  



 

 

 
 

 


