January 2018 Mini-Newsletter
United Church in University Place
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
A United Church of Christ, a United Methodist Church &
an LGBTQIA welcoming Congregation

We are United with God,
United to Love,
and United to Serve Others

Epiphany Celebration Sunday, January 7th - 5 p.m.
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a Soup Supper, making a few Epiphany crafts,
walking a Celtic Spiral, and share in eating the King’s Cake.
If you are able to help with any part of the evening, please let Pastor Cathy know. We
will need folks to gather evergreen boughs, provide soup, help with crafts, and clean up.
We will start the evening with a soup supper and crafts, then gather around the Spiral
made of Evergreen Boughs, with a Christ Candle lit in the center.
The Spiral Service, though not Celtic in origin, draws heavily upon the symbolism of the
light and the cycle of the seasons which permeates the Spirituality of the Celtic Christians; a
carry-over from the pagan Celts. In many cultures the spiral is a symbol of infinity, eternity,
or God. On this evening, our Spiral service will remind us all that each one of us bears a light
within – kindled by God and through Christ – to light our way through the physical darkness of
winter and through the season of Epiphany. A labyrinth of evergreens will be laid out on the
floor with stars scattered throughout the boughs. A white Christ candle is placed in the center. Each participant will make a journey into the middle where, one by one, we will light our
own candle from the Christ candle, journey back out of the spiral to exchange our lit candle
for a star in the spiral. The Star reminds us of the guiding light that led the Wise men and Shepherds to the birthplace of the Christ Child. That light is still there to guide us in our own personal journey throughout Epiphany.
After the Spiral service, we will feast on a traditional King’s Cake, with three hidden
treasures and discover who the Wise Ones are for the next year.

Family Housing Network Guests Arrive Saturday, January 13th
We’ll start the new year welcoming temporarily homeless families from the Family
Housing Network, together with our neighbors and partners at Mt. Cross Lutheran,
and UCUP co-coordinators (Kathleen Kenna & Tom Milligan) want to encourage everyone to
support this mission.
We'll be sheltering the families in our Fellowship Hall Saturday evening, Jan. 13 through
Saturday morning Jan. 20, and we'll provide support as needed for Mt. Cross as they shelter
the families the previous week.
Mt. Cross has long shared meal preparation and service with us at UCUP, and sheltered families in their own building for the first time in many years last September. They have a
strong, enthusiastic group and will continue to support our effort by taking over evening arrangements Monday through Wednesday.
Having two sites so close together is a plus for the families, who are spared some transportation rearrangements, and to our two churches, who are able to concentrate our efforts
in the service of this ministry.
So we'll need volunteers for setting up Friday evening January 12 and Saturday
morning Jan. 13, and to provide meals, greeters, and hosts and as usual, and,
of course, taking it all down Saturday morning Jan. 20. Signup sheets will
appear at the Sunday Dec. 31 worship service.

Annual Meeting - Sunday, January 21st - following worship

Please Join Us for this Very Important Meeting & Vote on Our 2018 Officer’s & Budget

Reflections on Advent & Christmas 2017
We tried something new this year with experimenting with Hanging the
Greens during worship. Everyone was able to participate in their own
way - from climbing on chairs to hang garlands & wreaths, to hanging
a Chrismon on the tree in the Chancel. The feedback suggested we
should do it again. Following the first Sunday of
Advent, we held a mini-Advent Craft Fair by
making JOY banners with a crèche on it, making a communal cookie crèche with a menagerie of animals, making Advent wreaths, and
taking a break to dip tasty fruit into delectable
chocolate fondue. Many thanks to Neva Laurie
-Berry, Rosemary Jones, Nancy Moffett,
David Higby, Win Bjarke, Diane Small, and
Helen Engle for your help.
On the third Sunday of Advent, a new family,
The Harvey’s walked through our door to attend worship. It turns out they have a three
year old daughter Emma, and a 5-month old
son Conor. Since we had not yet secured the symbolic Christ Child for Christmas Eve, the
question was posed to this unsuspecting family - “Would you like your baby to represent the
symbolic Christ Child on Christmas Eve.” The answer turned out to be YES! God provides.
That afternoon, our new Nels’ Bells Handbell Choir presented their first
concert with 30 in attendance. We are grateful to Dennis Small for the
prelude and for using his sonorous voice to introduce and offer a bit of
history on each piece.

Reflections on Advent & Christmas 2017
Our Blue Christmas service this year actually fell on the Winter Solstice. We are thankful to our choir for singing and contributing to
half of the attendees, and to Jeff Andersen for providing poignant,
meditative music for this service. And thank you to
Pamela Maddess who offers such elegant hospitality for this event.
The fourth Sunday of Advent arrived on the
morning of Christmas Eve. Many thanks to
Neva Laurie-Berry for putting together our Lessons & Carols service. Thinking that it would be
light attendance for the morning, we only
made 55 bulletins. It turned out, closer to 90
people showed up for worship, to lend their
voices to the carol singing.

ADVENT
During the day on Christmas Eve, flurries of
snow started to flit about, and then those flurries began to stick, and not just on the grass
and the bushes. By 6 p.m. there was an inch
of snow or more on the roads. While it may
have had an impact on our normal Christmas Eve attendance, not many people were
daunted. The parking lot filled up with hearty
PNW snow-driving folks, and with the beautiful music of our pipers - Seamus & Suzanne,
our music director Jeff Andersen, violinist AJ
Milleret & guitarist, Don Thompson, and a
packed choir loft - we filled the sanctuary
with beloved carols. And 5-month old Conor led the procession (held in his mother’s arms) as
we lifted up the liturgy “Hail Christ!” with our voices.
On Sunday, December 31st (New Year’s Eve)
we will have our Christmas Pageant, written by
our very own Neva Laurie-Berry.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Family Housing Network—New 2018 List
Toothpaste / toothbrushes
Dental floss / Mouth Wash
Shampoo/conditioner / Body wash & soap
Combs & brushes
Feminine pads /tampons/panty liners
Deodorant / Lotion / Razors/shaving cream
Q-tips / Ear plugs / Shower shoes
Finger nail clippers/Files
Toilet paper

Joys & Concerns
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to UNITED CHURCH IN UNIVERSITY PLACE!!! We are now 48!!! Be sure
to thank Charter members Win Bjarke and Kathy Munn when you see them for their part in
bringing this church into being.
There were a number of birthdays In Dec., and hopefully everyone that had a birthday
received a card wishing them ‘Happy Birthday’ from the C & C Committee. Some of us had
the pressure of singing ‘Happy Birthday to you….’ to Pastor Cathy, on her birthday, at the 10
a.m. service on Christmas Eve. Besides the singing of ‘Happy Birthday’ in Dec. there was
other music, the sound of wedding bells for Jem Wynn (our Church School teacher) and
Hunter ….…married in Spokane on the 20th……….and choir member AJ Milleret and …………
married in Auburn on the 28th, Pastor Cathy officiated. Congratulations and Best Wishes to
both couples.
It was good to see Rhonda Adams and ‘crew’ on Dec. 17 th and Michelle Wallace on
the 24th, but we miss Randi Byrd, Doris Larsen and Michael Marcoe, all dealing with health
problems, please keep them in your prayers…………..and those that can no longer make it to
church: Yvonne Begeman….Dorothy Burkhart…..Billie Jo Morgan…..Donna Shoe….and Betty
Smith
HAPPY NEW YEAR AND BEST WISHES from your Congregational Care Committee: Vic
Bode, Joyce Demarest, Ardie Herbel, Deb Howard, Pat Mail, Kathy Munn, Shirley Paulson.
January’s item of the month for MY SISTER’S PANTRY IS
This year’s goal is to collect 125 cans!!!

CHILI

Dear Siblings in Christ,
The PNC Men's Retreat which will be at Pilgrim Firs Camp and
Conference Center from Friday, February 2 to Sunday, February 4 at 11 am, 2018. The theme is: Male Relationships:
When We Were Boys. We will start out talking about those
friendships that were so meaningful to us and reflect on how
they shaped us for life as adults. Please pass along this offering to those you think would appreciate this time away to be
with other men for worship, music, sharing, and hanging out.

January Birthdays

1 Jim Fohrman
United Church In UP
2 Jon Foreman
10 Randi Byrd
Elizabeth Scherman
20 Hadi Dadashian
21 Cierra Gillard
25 Joan Martin
28 Michelle Wallace

Dates to Remember
There will be the usual Day of Silence option from Thursday
night to Friday afternoon (February 1-2). We are looking into Jan. 7th 5pm—Epiphany Spiral
the possibility of having that day include a service compoService
nent. Stay tuned. Registration for this event will be posted on Jan. 15th—Martin Luther King
the Pilgrim Firs Camp and Conference Center website in
Jr. Day
December (I hope). You may contact me with questions.
Jan. 13th-20th—Hosting Family
Housing Network
Blessings to all,
Jan. 17th—Men’s Group
Rick Russell, Prospect Congregational UCC
Jan. 21st—UCUP Annual Mtg.
and member of the planning team
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