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Last Gifts of Love Workshop
November 4th - 9 a.m. - noon
We are inviting you to offer a gift to your loved ones by leaving clear wishes regarding your
choices for end of life issues and after your death. When a loved one dies, there are so
many decisions that need to be made at an incredibly vulnerable time that is often filled
with grief. There are decisions we can make ahead of time that clearly state our desires and
wishes. This workshop will be presented by Pamela Maddess & Pastor Cathy, with guest appearances by Rick Hoefel, a local Attorney who is offering his time to us, and Jim Cash.
Please call the church office ASAP to sign up.

All Saints Day November 5th
On Sunday, November 5th, we
will be celebrating All Saints’
Day in our worship service.
We remember those who came
before us in the faith. During the
worship service, we will read
aloud the names of all church
and family members who have
passed away since last November 1st.
Please join us at our
10am worship service.

Celebration of Life
following our
All Saints’ Worship
Please join us at approximately
12:30pm as we remember the
lives of four women who have
been a part of UCUP through
the years.
Karlyn Allen
Marilyn Buck
Mildred Seales
Judy Bjarke Williams

10 Essentials of Stewardship, Covenant Sunday
& Potluck Thankful Dinner
November19th after worship
Our fabulous Stewardship Team continues to invite us on
the Stewardship Trail as we carry the 10 Essentials of the
faith for a healthy church and our spiritual life. As you enter the church through the Stewardship Trail, you encounter a topographical map pointing out the 10 Essentials:
Mission, Kinship, Participation, Responsibility, Compassion,
Treasure, Love, Prayer, Service & Gratitude
Our Stewardship Mailing goes out this week. Please
prayerfully consider how you are able to support the
church’s mission and ministry with your time, talent, and
treasure.
Covenant Sunday will be held during worship on November 19th followed by a Potluck Thankful Dinner.
I’ve come to sing of Stewardship with grateful open heart.
And as I sing, I realize, that I must do my part.
I want to join with all of you and be God's helping hands;
To share our gifts of love and peace wherever God
commands. (val der ri… val der - ra)
Throughout the world our song is heard in voices loud and
clear, Together we will speak the truth and this is what
you’ll hear. (val der ri… val der - ra… val der ri...)
As I hike the trail of stewardship, I listen to my heart, I hear
it beat with love and joy, What a prayerful way to start.
Continued on Page 5

Reflections on Messy Church National Training
From Neva Laurie-Berry: Pastor Cathy, Nancy, Rosemary, Angie, and I
attended the first ever National Conference for Messy Church in the USA, Oct 20-21 in sunny,
warm Huntington Beach, CA.
Messy Church is an all-ages, welcoming celebration of creativity and Christ's love, an alternative form of worship open to a broader community who may not be interested in traditional
Sunday morning church services.
We shared fellowship, worship, and celebration with attendees from around the country and
had the opportunity to learn from Lucy Moore, who founded the Messy Church movement in
the UK. We ate, sang, danced, laughed, and acted out parables together. Most importantly,
we became inspired and learned ways to direct the creativity, hospitality, and enthusiasm
our church family has been abundantly blessed with towards this new form of worship. (Let it
be known that Nancy does an outstanding elephant walk... what do you mean there aren't
parables with elephants in them?)
Messy Church, coming soon to a church near you! (Very near...)
From Rosemary Jones: Joyful: that’s the one word I would use to describe our time at the
Messy Church gathering held recently in Huntington Beach, California. From the out of country musician from Scotland and leaders from England, to the congregants of our host church,
all the lectures, singing and Messy Church activities- from start to finish, it was joyful.
Many thanks to the church for sending us on this adventurous, inspiring weekend, as well as
to Pat Mail who generously donated miles for our travel. Now onto the planning and execution of our very own Messy Church! It will be an adventure!
From Nancy Moffett: The Messy Church conference in Huntington Beach was as great as the
weather, warm and energizing. Friday night we were treated to a Messy Church total immersion: music, prayer, celebration, activities, and wonderful food. We got to talk to so many different people, and I was inspired by the creative ways churches adapted their Messy Church
to the needs of their communities, and how with Messy Church they were able to reach people who wouldn’t consider themselves churchgoers. There was a lot of energy and a lot of
excitement, great fellowship.
Continued…….

…...Continued
From Pastor Cathy: Nancy, Rosemary and I attended a Messy Church workshop in Olympia
this past summer. We discovered that the national conference would be held in October in
California, with the founders of this movement coming from England to help us learn how to
start our own Messy Church. We brought Angie & Neva into the loop and made a plan to
attend. What is Messy Church you might ask?
Messy Church is a different expression of church held at a different time other than Sunday
morning worship as a way of inviting people into an intergenerational, creative way to experience a Christ centered environment through crafts, music, drama, and worship celebration. Think of it like a two hour themed Vacation Bible School for all ages complete with dinner. Churches which have organized Messy Church have found that it is a good way to do
something new for people without any connection with a church or people who have never
been to church before. The goal isn’t necessarily to bring people into our Sunday morning
worship, although that could potentially occur. The goal is to be in connection and ministry
with people in our community whom we have yet to meet. Are you curious yet? Do you
think you might be interested in helping? Talk to any of us to get some of your questions answered or to help us in the planning stages. Our first Messy Church (or by whatever name we
might call it) is still in the planning stages. Stay tuned for more interesting information as we
prepare to launch.

Two opportunities to take in a
Bell Concert in December
South Sound Handbell Choir International
Artists Carillon Christmas Concert
December 10th- 4 p.m. - St. Luke’s Memorial Episcopal Church, 3615 N Gove St, Tacoma,
Pastor Cathy has joined a handbell choir. Head to
the north end of Tacoma to take in the bells
of the season.

Jeremiah Bodie-Palamidy
during his Bible Presentation

UCUP Handbell Choir Concert
December 17th - at UCUP 3 p.m.
Our handbell choir has been practicing for
several months getting ready for our upcoming Christmas Concert. Come support our efforts with your presence, and enjoy some
lovely Christmas music.

Our church continues to be grounded in faith and action. In recent months we have
hosted Family Housing Network, blessed animals, had our homecoming, hosted 2 Fourth Sunday forums, and had a few potlucks. In the next few weeks, we will celebrate the carving of
pumpkins into Jack'o'lanterns, study needs leading to death, celebrate All Saints Day, have
memorial services, and celebrate our thanks at the end of our stewardship season. That
seems like a lot.
My hope is we continue to be active in our faith. The nominating committee is at work. I
hope you say "Yes," if the call comes your way. Of course, if you want to have a position of
leadership, let us know.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert Brown

FAN Annual Dinner
November 19th from 5:30—7:30pm
Submitted by Robert Brown
The Faith Action Network Annual Dinner is being held at the Renton Pavilion. We have purchased a table for ten, but we also have secured the promise that everyone from the
church can go for $70.00 each, which is partly donation and partly cost. Six people have already signed up, and we would love to see more, even more than ten. Washington Supreme Court Justice Mary Yu will give the keynote address, and, I, for one, am waiting eagerly to hear what she has to say.
This is the main fund raising event for Faith Action Network, which has grown since we have
joined from some 75 churches to about 130. When you go, please congratulate Amber
Dickson for her appointment/hire to be outreach organizer.

Men’s Discussion Group - November 21 from 6 - 7:30 p.m. In the Youth Wing
Submitted by Jim Davis
I was delighted that 13 men gathered at our home on Oct. 17th to share and listen to each
other about men’s identity in our society today. I give thanks to everyone who came and
shared. There is much yet to talk about and the energy and responsiveness to the invitation
to gather for this purpose were apparent.
A decision was made to meet again on the third Tuesday of November and to stick with that
schedule for coming months, with folks coming as their schedule allows. Our next gathering
will be November 21. Please spread the word to others and invite them to join us!

Giving is Awesome!
I would like to remind you of the bin in the foyer that is designated for supplies for
the non-company financed portion of my pediatric home-based foster care
work. Of particular need are size N and Size 1 diapers and baby wipes. Those
are the number one things that I run out of and for which I dip into my bank account. Books for the young infant, powdered formula (all varieties), and other items are also
always greatly appreciated. Your generosity has been amazing and has already helped
many a struggling young mother. (There are forms in the bin that may be used to
keep tax-deductible records for tax purposes).
Dawn Foreman—Pediatric Interim Care
Catholic Community Services (253) 502-2733

Giving Tuesday is Nov. 28th
Entering its sixth year, #GivingTuesday is a global day of giving fueled by the
power of social media and collaboration.
Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving (in the U.S.) and the widely recognized
shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable
season, when many focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving. Since its inaugural year in
2012, #GivingTuesday has become a movement that celebrates and supports giving and
philanthropy with events throughout the year and a growing catalog of resources.
What Is #GivingTuesday
Created by the team at the Belfer Center for Innovation & Social Impact at the 92nd Street
Y—a cultural center in New York City that, since 1874, has been bringing people together
around the values of service and giving back—#GivingTuesday connects diverse groups of
individuals, communities and organizations around the world for one common purpose: to
celebrate and encourage giving. A team of influencers and founding partners joined
forces, collaborating across sectors, offering expertise and working tirelessly, to launch
#GivingTuesday and have continued to shape, grow and strengthen the movement.
The Big Ideas Behind #GivingTuesday
#GivingTuesday harnesses the potential of social media and the generosity of people
around the world to bring about real change in their communities; it provides a platform for
them to encourage the donation of time, resources and talents to address local challenges.
It also brings together the collective power of a unique blend of partners— nonprofits, civic
organizations, businesses and corporations, as well as families and individuals—to encourage
and amplify small acts of kindness.
As a global movement, #GivingTuesday unites countries around the world by sharing our capacity to care for and empower one another.

Ushering
I am still looking for ushers to fill slots before the year ends. If you want to usher,
and I haven't approached you, please see me, and I will likely have work for you.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert Brown

2018 Stewardship Theme & Thankful Dinner
Nov. 19th after worship

Joys & Concerns
How great to see Blanche and Lahra Beesley and Kathy Munn (walking without a cane) able
to be back with us on Sunday mornings…and Cathi Cline after her ??? mile road trip to New
York and back.
Note from Ellen Davis sends greeting to all. She reports that they are busy, with jobs (Wes is
subbing) and putting in a patio. Recently they spent a day with Cierra and Kyli Gillard…
Carol Shogreen is in Scottsdale, but the condo isn’t ready, so she’s in temporary housing.
It’s been hard not to get up and ‘go down the trail’ the last few Sundays with the hikers that
are encouraging and teaching us to be good stewards. She was sitting down, but did you
see Sophia’s feet marching along on Sunday, the 22nd? I think we can thank Janet and Ron
Wicks for the ‘trail’ on the bridge.
Our sympathy to Kay Shaben and her husband on the death of their grandson…to Don and
Marilyn Thompson on the death of his father and to Hadi Dadashian and Kathleen Kenna on
his mother’s death.
I wish you could have seen the happy faces of the people at My Sister’s Pantry when the 70
jars of peanut butter we collected in September were delivered. Thank you for all the peanut butter and all the other items you bring.

My Sisters Pantry
November’s Item of the Month is
SPAM

REMEMBER WHAT YOUR MOTHER TAUGHT YOU
At United Church you have the opportunity to put into practice at least two things your
mother taught you, ‘take turns’ and ‘share’. There is a clipboard on the round table in the
church’s entry where you can sign-up to ‘take turns’ being an usher or hosting Fellowship
Time. If you sign-up for Fellowship Time you have the opportunity ‘to share’ cookies or breads
(baked at home or bought), crackers, grapes, etc. A plus to serving as an usher or hosting
Fellowship Time is that it’s a great way to get to know people.
Last, but not least, you have the opportunity to ‘share’ by bringing flowers for the altar. If
you grow or buy them, flowers brighten the day for all of us…and bringing flowers is a great
way to honor someone (or ones), for their birthday, anniversary, in memory of, to celebrate a
birth, etc., etc. SO, remember what your mother taught you: TAKE TURNS and SHARE.

Happy Birthday 4 Dawn Foreman
5
7
8
9

10
Leslie Ann Knight
11
Joe Becker
14
Tanya Sorenson-Becker 18
Billie Jo Morgan
28
Rosemary Jones
30

Stephen McQuillan
Chris Berry
Allen Munn
Sharon Britcher
Nancy Moffett
Addy Harding

HANGING OF THE GREENS
The first Sunday of Advent will be December 3rd. Please plan to stay after worship that day to
help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas.

COME JOIN US FOR THE MOVIE
HIDDEN FIGURES
Sunday, November 12th after worship.
As a culmination to our White Privilege Study, we will watch the acclaimed movie “Hidden
Figures” based on the untold true story of Katherine G. Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary
Jackson. We will view the movie starting about 12:30pm. We will order a few pizzas. If you
would like to contribute finger food, please feel free to do so. Feel free to invite friends to join
us. All are invited, and the movie is rated PG, so kids are welcome.
Hidden Figures is a story of struggle and willpower, but not of individual glory. Set in 1960s Virginia, the film centers on three pioneering African American women whose calculations for
NASA were integral to several historic space missions, including the launch of astronaut John
Glenn into orbit. These women were brilliant mathematicians and engineers despite starting
their careers in segregation-era America and facing discrimination at home, at school, and
at work. The visionary trio crossed all gender and race lines to inspire generations to dream
big.

PUMPKIN CARVING
Thirty Halloween Carolers and Pumpkin Carvers gathered at the church with carving tools in
hand ready to create the most interesting pumpkin you have ever seen. The carved pumpkins glowed as they eagerly and eerily awaited their participation awards given by the youth
of the church. Many thanks to Robert for setting up and leading Halloween Carols, Rosemary & Kris for getting the food ready, and all those who attended to make it a great celebration.

Handel’s Messiah - Lakewood Lutheran Church - December 3rd - 2 p.m.
Celebrate the Christmas season by singing-along or listening-along to Handel’s magnificent
Messiah under the direction of Dr. Anne Lyman, Director of Choral Activities at Tacoma Community College. Christ Lutheran Church will host this performance as a gift to the community.
The Church is located at 8211 112 St. SW, Lakewood, WA. Bring your own musical score or
one will be provided. A suggested donation of $10 would be greatly appreciated.
th

“What is the Future of the Church?”
Written by Rev. Michael Denton Conference Minister of PNW Conference of the UCC
Submitted by Neil Rader, UCC Delegate
It's probably no surprise to anyone that this is a question I get a lot. Different folks are trying to
figure out what to do and and how to do it. There are concerns about whether or not we’re
putting our resources into the right things or putting together the right programs. There are
concerns brought up about the number of youth, children, families and young adults in our
pews. There are concerns brought up about whether we are putting all we need to into the
work of social justice. All these are great concerns and important questions to bring up but
none of these have ever felt like the right place to focus, ultimately. Sometimes, the resources we think will save us - money, buildings, time - become less of something that serve a
forward looking purpose and more of something we serve. Focusing on one program or another begins to feel more like a magical formula than a faithful one. We end up treating
youth, children, families and young adults as a resources for a transfusion of idealism and energy more than equals. Although our faith and works of justice and service are inseparable,
we sometimes look at the doing of this work as a marketing or evangelism campaign of sorts.
Again, recognizing that we have to do more in all the areas is important but these things, in
and of themselves, do not guarantee the future of the church.
Two weeks ago we held the first fall gathering of the PNC at N-Sid-Sen. I saw the future of the
church start to wake up. The task was to help facilitate conversations about best practices
and uncover the expertise that was already there and build relationships among those gathered. I saw anxious energy replaced by relational energy. I witnessed the emerging recognition that being in better relationship with each other and the world is what we are really
seeking. I saw us resisting the dominant idea of “power over” and discovering the untapped
strength of “power with.”
This, I have come to believe, is the future of the church. A lot of the work of Rev. Courtney
Stange-Tregear (our Minister for Church Vitality) has been pointing in this direction. I am convinced this is key to living in to what God is calling us to become. Somewhere along the way,
we began to lift up commitments to the institution of the church as the source of vitality as
opposed to making our commitments to be in relationship with God, love, justice and each
other as that source. As we’ve started to practice focusing on relationships as key it doesn’t
feel as though this is a new thing as much as something we’d collectively forgotten. It’s
something we know to do but not always something we know how to do.
The temptation of the Church is to become too self referential; our mission becomes our own
perpetuation. But by consciously and intentionally changing the focus of the church to serving God and God’s people through works of mercy, justice and compassion, something different happens. Churches can find new vitality as part of the larger God movement. Those
involved in this work have the opportunity to find meaning through service; faith grown in
community; hope sustained by action; and relationships that nurture the soul of the world.
Continued…..

“What is the Future of the Church?”
…..Continued
We’re going to be focusing on this as a conference. To than end, I’d ask you to consider doing 5 things:
* Make some time to sit down with a different person within your congregation you
don’t know well. Do this once a month for the next year. I know in small congregations this might seem like more of a challenge and there’s always more to know
about each other. What is at the heart of their fears and motivations. What gets
them out of bed in the morning or keeps them awake at night. Get to know those
you share a congregation with and see what a difference this starts to make. Invite at least one of these folks to do the same.
* Attend at least two conference gatherings this year (a meeting, one of our gatherings, an installation, ordination, local church event, etc.) and have a conversation
with someone.
* Please pray for this unfolding process with our collective life together in your prayers
life.
 Encourage your church to increase their giving to the conference and denomination so that this work can be sustained. Go to pncucc.org, click on the “Donate”
button in the upper right hand corner and consider becoming a monthly giver to
Friends of the Conference.
The future of the church is becoming clearer and it is rooted in things we know to do but
don’t always know how to do. With God’s help and yours, I’m convinced we can get there.

A CAMPAIGN TO SIGN THE KOREA PEACE TREATY PETITION
As tensions continue to rise on the Korean Peninsula, our global ministries partners with the
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) are asking for continued prayers for
peace and that we stand in solidarity with them as they live through this emotional time of
intense concern. The PNW Conference of the UCC and the NW Region of the Christian
Church Disciples of Christ has had a long relationship and partnership with the churches of
the Seoul East Presbytery of the PROK since 1993. We have a history of worshipping together,
praying together and being in fellowship together. The PROK along with the National Council
of Churches in Korea (NCCK) feel the most effective method toward achieving lasting
peace on the Peninsula is to replace the Korean Armistice that ended active hostilities more
than 70 years ago, with a lasting Peace Treaty. To that end, the PROK and the NCCK are
seeking support for their international campaign for a Korea Peace Treaty. They are encouraging people across the world to sign their online petition at www.KoreaPeaceTreaty.com.
Thank you,
Ed Evans, co-chair Global Ministries Committee with Pacific NW Conference United Church
of Christ & Northwest Region, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Need Assistance with Your Computer or Technology???
Ben Small (from our choir) is hiring out his services at $20 an hour. With more than 12 years experience teaching others how to use computers and helping them solve technology problems, Ben can help you with your computer, printer, scanner, smart phone and not-so-smart
phone, digital camera and more. Email him at bentsm@gmail.com or call 253-948-2083 (cell)
or 253-565-5645 (home).

Standing United with Compassion

Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Gathering
7:00 pm, Tuesday, November 21, 2017
Hosted by:

Immanuel Presbyterian Church
901 North “J” Street | Tacoma, WA 98403
Join us as we come together in peace and community at
Thanksgiving to reflect on gratitude and compassion.
For more than a quarter of a century, this annual service has brought together
people of many faith traditions. The gathering may include participants from the
Bahá’í, Buddhist, Catholic, Center for
Spiritual Living, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
Jewish, Muslim, Native American, Protestant, Sufi,
Unitarian Universalist and other faith traditions.
A reception and fellowship time will follow the service.
For more information please call (253) 426-1506
or email sandyw@associatedministries.org
www.associatedministries.org
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Weekly

Monthly

Sundays
10am Worship Service
With Rev. Cathlynn Law

1st Sunday of the month
Communion during worship

10:15am Elementary Sunday
School (4yrs to 11yrs)
10:15am Youth Sunday School
( 12yrs & Up)
Wednesdays
Noon-2pm Brown Baggers
Luncheon & Bible Study Group
Thursdays
7:30pm-9pm Choir Practice
(Sept—May)

1st Monday of the month
10am-3pm Needler’s Craft Group
1st Tuesday of the month
1pm Alzheimer's Support Group
3rd Friday of the month
6:30pm P,B & Jam Night
Bring your instruments!
4th Sunday of the month
11:45am 4th Sunday Forum

We are United with God,
United to Love,
and United to Serve Others

