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United Church in University Place Newsletter 
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.             

A United Church of Christ, a United Methodist Church &  
an LGBTQIA welcoming Congregation 

 

During the worship service, we will read aloud the names of all church and family members who have 

passed away since last November 1st.   
 

If you would like your loved one’s name to be included in the service, please contact Lynne in the 

church office by October 23rd. During the worship service, there will be a time for you to speak aloud 

the name of anyone who has impacted your faith, and also light a candle in memory of them. 
                                     

The current list of names we have are: 

 

 

LAST GIFTS OF LOVE WORKSHOP  

November 4th - 9 a.m. - noon 
 

We are inviting you to offer a gift to your loved ones by leaving 

clear wishes regarding your choices for end of life issues and after 

your death.  When a loved one dies, there are so many decisions 

that need to be made at an incredibly vulnerable time that is of-

ten filled with grief.  There are decisions we can make ahead of 

time that clearly state our desires and wishes. 
 

This workshop will be presented by Pamela Maddess & Pastor 

Cathy, with guest appearances by Rick Hoeful, a local Attorney 

who is offering his time to us, and Jim Cash.   
 

Please sign up by November 1st. 
 

Topics that will be covered include: 

 End-of Life documents you will need 

 What the law requires - and doesn’t 

 Advance death planning 

 Things to do when someone dies 

 A look at “The Five Wishes” ~ a document that talks    

     about your personal, emotional, and spiritual needs as  

     well as your medical wishes. 

 Legacy gifts - values, life lessons, and bequests 

 Planning for your Celebration of Life, Funeral, Memorial,  

     or Wake: selecting favorite scriptures, music, poetry, and   

     those who will speak for you. 

ALL AGES  

ANNUAL PUMPKIN CARVING  

CONTEST & SING-A-LONG 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 29th 
5:30 – 7:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
(Free Snack Supper Provided) 

Bring a pumpkin, carving knives, 
and a “finger” food! 

Mildred Seales 

Judy Williams 

Karlyn Allen 

Bruce Giddings - Laura Giddings’ brother 

Marilyn Buck 

Mark - Rosemary’s Brother in law 

Nancy - Rosemary’s aunt 

Jane Brazell 

Father of Aaron Young 

Orlean "Buddy" Carlson - Candy Jacobson’s uncle 

All Saints Day November 5th 

On Sunday, November 5th, we 

will be celebrating All Saints’ Day 

in our worship service.  We re-

member those who came before us 

in the faith.  We  celebrate their 

lives, and remember that we are 

surrounded by a “great cloud of 

witnesses”.   



 

As I near the end of my second year as President, I continued to be pleased about how well 

the congregation is getting along, how well we are challenged by Pastor Cathy's sermons,  

how well the members of the board work together, and how we appreciate one another.  That was 

fully on display as we celebrated Jeff Andersen's ten years with us.  Not only did we have some good 

memories shared and a wonderful potluck, but we also did a great job of surprising him.  In addition, 

he received a generous gift of money from members of the congregation.  That was great. 

 

The committees that have been busy all year have done their tasks faithfully, and now the Nomina-

tions and Stewardship Committees are also in action.  I hope 

you can find the commitment in yourself to say yes if you are 

asked to serve next year if someone from the Nominations 

Committee approaches you.  Of course, you are allowed to 

say no, but we are hoping for our church to be led by new 

leaders in combination with ones who are already in leader-

ship positions.  Not that I know what they are up to, I am 

hearing that there are some great ideas brewing with the 

stewardship team.  Again, when you are asked to pledge, I 

hope you will be generous. 

 

Thanks for being great! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert Brown 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                                                             ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A lot is going on at Faith Action Network.  First, they hired our own Amber Dickson to serve as an or-

ganizer for outreach.  Amber has served as an intern, she served a year in another capacity, and now 

she is back for more.  She will do a great job. 

 

Maybe you have seen Initiative 940 on the round table in the entryway.    If you 

have signed it,  great!  If not, and you are a registered Washington voter, please sign 

it at your next opportunity.  It’s main purpose is to reduce police violence against 

some citizens by giving the police a better education in de-escalation of vio-

lence.  The full initiative is written on the back page of the initiative signing page, so if you take your 

citizenship responsibly, you may want to read the entire printout.  This initiative is supported by FAN 

and many other organizations in Washington.  The time-line is such that all signatures must be gathered 

by the end of the year, then the legislature will consider it.  If they pass it, it becomes law with Gover-

nor Inslee's signature, if they don't, it will become an issue that appears on the ballot in November, 

2018. 

 

There is a Cluster Gathering of Faith Action Network in the Tacoma area cluster of churches on 

Wednesday, October 11, 2018 from 7:00-9:00 P.M.  It will take place at Peace Lutheran Church.  I  

cannot go that evening, and I have already secured agreements from Pastor Cathy and Leslie Ann 

Knight to go.  If you are interested, would you please approach one of them to say so?  I'm sure that 

carpool arrangements can be made. 

 

Finally, the Faith Action Network Annual Fundraising Dinner is scheduled for November 19, 2017.  This 

is the Sunday before Thanksgiving, and, as usual, is the same day as our Thankful Dinner.  This is no 

problem because our dinner is after church, and their dinner is in the evening.  I am planning to buy a 

table, and I would love to hear from you if you are interested in attending.  The cost is $70 per per-

son, but I am willing to cover costs for some who cannot pay.  We always have a great speaker at the 

event.  Again, see me if you can and want to go. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert Brown 



Homecoming Celebration - 

Jeff’s surprise  
 

From Roger Martin: 

 

I would like to thank everyone who contributed 

to Jeff Andersen’s celebration of ten years as 

UCUP’s music director. Not only was there a 

monetary gift, but we gave him a song that Jeff 

has said he will never forget. 

 

We took comments and advice from a collective 

group of musical geniuses. We practiced and perfected, 

and we edited. Special thanks go out to Janet Wicks, 

composer extraordinaire, for all she creatively did in writ-

ing the lyrics. 

 

And special thanks to Jeff for all he has done too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note Of Thanks 
I would like to express my sincere thanks for the wonderful 10 year tribute I received at the Homecom-

ing potluck on Sept. 17th. 

 

I was completely surprised and humbled by the presentation. UCUP really knows how to throw a sur-

prise party!   The kind words offered by Pastor Cathy, Janet Wicks, Jim Davis, Laura Giddings, Neil 

Rader, Don Thompson, and Dennis Small, really touched my heart. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed the performance led by the choir of “Joy to Our Ears”. It was such a creative and 

clever arrangement!  It’s my understanding that Janet Wicks and Roger Martin spearheaded the lyric re-

write; I extend special “props” to them both for their creative efforts. 

 

Special thanks to Don Morgan for setting up the sound system downstairs. I love the coffee mug 

(13/8  6/4   These are Difficult Times).    

 

And if all this wasn't enough, I was totally bowled over by the generosity of the choir and congrega-

tion for the monetary gift.  A very memorable Homecoming indeed, and I thank you all 

very much. Here’s to another 10 years! 

 

In Christ, 

Jeff Andersen 



 

            Joys & Concerns 

 

           Thank you, Jeff Andersen, for 10 years of bringing great music, via the choir and your own tal-

ent at the organ, piano and keyboard.  Congratulations to everyone that kept the secret that Jeff was 

to be honored for his time with United Church at the September 17
th
 potluck.  Songs (with words writ-

ten especially for Jeff) were sang, words of appreciation spoken and a gift presented and the message 

of the day was THANK YOU, JEFF ANDERSEN and we’re looking forward to the next 10 years! 

 

Our condolences to Laura Giddings and the Schilling family on the death of Laura’s older brother, 

Bruce Giddings.  Bruce was killed in a rollover accident in Utah on September 13
th
…..  Our sympathy 

also goes to family and friends of Ted Lundquist, charter member of United Church.  Ted died in Peo-

ria, AZ on September 15th…..  On September 18
th
, 18 members of the Bjarke family (including Win and 

Nancy Rickert) gathered on a trail on Mt. Rainier to scatter the ashes of Nels, his brother George and 

sister, Judy Williams. 

 

Welcome home to Harry and Betty Garrison, they spent part of their summer in Hawaii.…and to 

Cecelia Schilling.  Cecelia has transferred from a university in the East to PLU, her parents alma ma-

ter…..Sorry if you missed AJ Milleret’s solo, both voice and violin  and Pastor Cathy’s message on Sep-

tember 24. 

 

Please hold the following in your prayers:  Michelle Wallace, 

Randi Byrd and others that find it hard to get to Sunday ser-

vices…Jem Wynn’s mother who had surgery recently, Kathy 

Munn still not driving after her recent knee surgery and Doris 

Larsen and Michael Marcoe both with health issues… 

 

The item of the month for My Sister’s Pantry for September 

was peanut butter, I’m happy to report that as of September 

24
th
 the count received was 69 jars!!!  Sorry, we don’t know 

how many jars are creamy or crunchy.  Thank you for being so generous! 

 

     My Sisters Pantry 

 Item of the Month is 

Canned Fruit 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  15  Leslie Merta 
        Ron Wicks 
  18  Meredith Sage 
  20  Rhonda Adams 
  21  Kathleen Kenna 
  25  Angie Wolle 
  27  Tom  Milligan 
  31  Blanche Beesley 

     6  Norma Rader 
        Peter Schilling 
    7  Aubrey Elliott 
    8  Peter Burhop 
  10  Sophia Whitey-7yrs. 
  11  Lahra Beesley 
        Rosa Beth Gibson 
        Hank Thierry 

  12  Harry Garrison 
        Jennifer Jaqua 



 

 

            UCUP Stewards: Take a Hike! 
Your United Church in U.P. Stewardship Committee is ready to lead you on a hike! To reach our 

destination of a successful program year, each steward will need to pack the Ten Essentials!! In the coming 

weeks, we’ll be describing each of those essentials and inviting you to pack for this adventure. So dust off your 

hiking boots and get ready! What’s in your church backpack? 
 

 UCUP Stewardship Committee 

 Marilyn Thompson 

 

 

Saturday, October 28, we will be volunteering to help feed and clothe the hungry at My Sister’s 

Pantry.  Please volunteer to be part of the crew from UCUP who will be packing food boxes, giving 

out fresh fruits and vegetables, helping prepare lunch, or assisting people in the clothing closet.  My Sis-

ter’s Pantry is located in the basement of First United Methodist Church, 620 Tacoma Ave., just north 

of downtown.  We will volunteer from 10am to 12:30pm.   

 

Questions?  Contact Ruth Cannon at 253-564-3240. 

 

UCUP FAMILY PORTRAIT EXHIBIT MYSTERY IS SOLVED 
 

Thank you to everyone who submitted a photo from your early years for the exhibit that's been up in the Or-

chard View Room for the past several months. It will continue to be on display for a few more weeks with the 

correct names for each picture. The winner of the contest will be announced soon. 
 

For those who have trouble getting to church, below are  the numbered pictures.  To find out if you guessed 

WHO IS IT accurately, the answers are on page 7 

https://maps.google.com/?q=620+Tacoma+ave&entry=gmail&source=g


   White Privilege class continues on Thursday evenings 6:00-7pm 
We continue to explore our experiences regarding race, acknowledge the various privileges we carry, 

and learn how to become better allies when people around us say inappropriate things that might go 

unchallenged otherwise.  We are blessed to have a variety of facilitators for this class. Many thanks to 

Rev. Jim & Nancy Davis, Rev. Leslie Ann Knight, Rev. Allison Milligan, Rev. Angie Wolle, and Nora de 

Sandoval. 

 

We are using the UCC curriculum on White Privilege.  Read below for Rev. John Dorhauer introduc-

tion to the study.  Rev. Dorhauer is the General Minister and President of United Church of Christ. 

 

"We don’t promise that this will be easy to discuss. It will challenge basic assumptions about race that 

help white communities maintain a system of privilege that, while prevalent, goes unnoticed by even 

the best-intentioned of white advocates for justice. Nonetheless, the work we do to deepen our aware-

ness of how privilege is made manifest, and the commensurate work of unmasking and dismantling 

that privilege, is among the most important work we white leaders can commit to." 

 

And from Peggy McIntosh from her reflections after writing “Unpacking the Knapsack” 

 

“Some people "get" the idea of systemic privilege and ask "But what can I do?" My answer is, you can 

use unearned advantage to weaken systems of unearned advantage. I see white privilege as a bank ac-

count that I did not ask for, but that I can choose to spend. People with privilege have far more power 

than we have been taught to realize, within the myth of meritocracy. Participants can brainstorm about 

how to use unearned assets to share power; these may include time, money, energy, literacy, mobility, 

leisure, connections, spaces, housing, travel opportunities. Using these assets may lead to key changes in 

other behaviors as well, such as paying attention, making associations, intervening, speaking up, assert-

ing and deferring, being alert, taking initiative, doing ally and advocacy work, lobbying, campaigning, 

protesting, organizing, and recognizing and acting against both the external and internalized forms of 

oppression and privilege.” 

Tea and laughter                    

pour me Some  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our worship series for September, “Come to the Table”,  

we have been looking at the different kind of tables in our lives -  

we have celebrated at the Communion Table, a more intimate  

table for conversation for tea or coffee, a table for sharing a  

meal Potluck, a Peace Table, and back to our Communion  

Table for World Communion Sunday.. 



                 *  *  *  *  HELP!  *  *  *  * 
 

Your Family Housing Network team has empty crock pots! 

 

We need to fill them with paper -- recipes with your favorite one-pot, slow-cook meals -

- for our soon-to-be-housed families.  The recipes will be tucked inside 25 brand new crock pots, pro-

vided by an anonymous donor. 

 

Each will go to a Family House Network family transitioning from homelessness to a new home this 

year.  Just print, or hand-write your recipes in any legible format, and give to Kathleen Kenna.  Or 

send them to her email: reachingvets@gmail.com. 

 

TIPS: 
 For confidentiality, we suggest identifying the recipe with your first name or a culinary description. 

 Ingredients should be simple, and affordable for a family-sized meal. 

 

 Recipes could include typical ingredients provided at local food banks (i.e. dried beans and rice, 

canned vegetables, canned salmon/tuna). 

 

 If you want to donate one or more of the ingredients for your favorite recipe, please do so (non-

perishable, only). 

 

 All of the crock pots + recipes + little 'Welcome home!' cards will be donated to Family Housing 

Network in time for Thanksgiving. 

 

Thanks so much for all your general help with our families this month, and in seasons past. 

 

We give thanks for each of you at United Church of University Place. 

 

With gratitude, Tom and Kathleen 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

New Brown Bag Book Study  

“Secrets She Kept”  

 Wednesdays - Noon-2 p.m. 
 

Did you know that Brown Bag Book Study is a year 

round Bible and/or book study.  People eat their 

lunch and share their lives from noon-1 p.m. From 1-

2 p.m. they open up their study materials. 
 

They will be starting a new book on October 11th - 

“Secrets She Kept” by Cathy Gohlke, winner of two 

Historical Novel categories in 2016. The book fo-

cuses on a daughter who unlocks secrets of her 

mother’s mysterious past, including the discovery of 

a grandfather living in Germany, who had ascended 

the ranks of the Nazi party, and  hides wartime se-

crets of his own. Longing for connection, yet shaken 

by all she uncovers, Hannah must decide if she can 

atone for her family’s tragic past, and how their leg-

acy will shape her future. 

    UCUP FAMILY PORTRAIT 

EXHIBIT MYSTERY answers 
 

 1. Lynne Jenks-Dudschus 

 2. Judy Thierry 

 3. Cathlynn Law 

 4. Shirley Paulson 

 5. Joe Becker 

 6. Janet Wicks 

 7. Nancy Moffett 

 8. Tanya Sorenson 

 9. Ruth Cannon 

10. Joyce Demarest 

11. Don Morgan 

12. Ardie Herbel 

13. Dorothy McCuistion 

14. Roger Martin 



Bibles 
In our church, we have a tradition of  

giving our children their very own bible.    

These Bible Presentations occur when  

our kids reach 3rd grade.  Here are some  

photos from the day Anwen Young  

received her Bible from UCUP. 

 
 

                                                                 
                                                                                             

   

 Anwen                                                                    
        

  

 

Our Choir continues to grow. And literally outgrow the choir 

loft.  What a great problem to have.  We welcome new choir mem-

bers, and new to UCUP as of this summer - Nora de Sandoval & 

Laura Balcom. It’s great to have our choir singing great music in 

worship again. And great to see Jim Davis back in the choir as well. 

 

 

 

                              Ushering 
 

I am still looking for ushers to fill slots before the year ends.  If you want to usher,  and 

I haven't approached you, please see me, and I will likely have work for you. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert Brown 

 

                               ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Celebration of Life for  

Karlyn Allen, Mildred Seales, and Judy Williams 

on November 5th  ~  (approximately 12 p.m.) 

 

Following our  All Saints’ Worship,  we will be celebrating  the lives of some of 

our members and former members.  These three women died over the summer, 

and have had close connections to UCUP through the years.  We want to remem-

ber, honor, and celebrate their lives.  There will be a time of sharing memories, 

and offering their lives into the nearer presence of God.   

 

Please join us in this  

ritual of remembering. 

 

Rev. Cathlynn Law 

 



   Church Contact  

   (253) 564-2754              

   office@ucup.org 

   pastor@ucup.org 

   www.ucup.org 

 Church Employees 

  Rev. Cathlynn Law   

Office Admin: Lynne Jenks-Dudschus 

Music Director: Jeff Andersen 

Sunday School Teacher: Jem Wynn 

Every Sunday — 10am Worship Service   

  10:15am Elementary Sunday School 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
10am-3pm 
   Needlers— 
   Orchard   
   View Room 
5pm SPR  

3 
10am Cong.    
    Care Mtg.   
 

4 
Noon Brown   
  Bagger Bible     
  Study Group 
6:30pm  
  Finance Mtg. 

5 
6-7:30pm  
White  
   Privilege 
7:30-9pm 
   Choir 
   Practice 

6 7 
FHN  
  Families    
  Depart 

8 9 
11:30  
Worship Mtg. 
1:30-3pm   
  Bell Practice 
6:30pm    
   Board Mtg. 

10 
 

11 
Noon Brown   
 Bagger Bible   
 Study Group 
 

12 
6-7:30pm 
White  
   Privilege 
7:30-9pm 
   Choir 
   Practice 

13 
 

14 

15 
11:30am  
   P & J Mtg. 

16 
1:30-3pm   
  Bell Practice 

17 
 

18 
Noon Brown   
 Bagger Bible   
 Study Group 
 

19 
6-7:30pm 
White  
   Privilege 
7:30-9pm 
   Choir 
   Practice 

20 
6:30pm   
   Play,    
   Boogie    
   & Jam    
   Night 

21 
10am-2pm 
   Days for 
   Girls in 
   Youth     
   Wing 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 
Noon Brown   
Bagger Bible 
Study Group 
 

26 
6-7:30pm 
White  
   Privilege 
7:30-9pm 
   Choir 
   Practice 

27 
 

28 
10-12:30pm  
 Volunteer     
       at My 
       Sisters    
       Pantry 
 

29 
5:30pm    
   Pumpkin 
    Carving 

30 
 

31 
Halloween 
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 Weekly 
 

Sundays 
10am Worship Service 

With Rev. Cathlynn Law 
 

10:15am Elementary Sunday   
    School (4yrs to 11yrs) 

10:15am Youth Sunday School 
( 12yrs & Up) 

 
Wednesdays 

Noon-2pm Brown Baggers  
Luncheon & Bible Study Group 

 

 

Thursdays 
 7:30pm-9pm Choir Practice 

(Sept—May) 

 

Monthly 
 

1st Sunday of the month 
Communion during worship 

 

1st Monday of the month 
10am-3pm Needler’s Craft Group 

 

1st Tuesday of the month 
1pm Alzheimer's Support Group  

 

3rd Friday of the month 
 6:30pm P,B & Jam Night 
  Bring your instruments! 

 

4th Sunday of the month  
11:45am 4th Sunday Forum 

 
 
 

 We are United with God,                       
 United to Love,  

and United to Serve Others  
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