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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
A United Church of Christ, a United Methodist Church &
an LGBTQIA welcoming Congregation

Nel’s Bells and Win’s Chimes
Our congregation has been the beneficiary of beautiful music from not only our choir, but
from the chimes we break out for special occasions. Recently, we were treated to another source of sonorous pleasure: a bell concert. These bells were made available to
us by a church that is closing. The Board voted to purchase the bells, and because we have Win’s
chimes, we called these “Nel’s Bells.”
To replace the funds expended on the bells, we will undertake a fund raiser, selling each bell for $70.
The three octave set will cost $2500. Buy one or more, knowing you are expanding our ability to
“make a pleasant sound unto the Lord.”
Soon you will see a tally chart go up showing our progress toward acquisition of the bells. And if you
are interested in being a bell ringer, see Cathy, to volunteer. God is still speaking though music.

Meet Our New Sunday School Teacher
Hello everyone! My name is Jem and I am a Libra from Spokane, WA, with two older siblings
and an interfaith family. Growing up with both Christian and Muslim influences has definitely
shaped my life today and emphasized an inherent religious tolerance for the people I meet.
I am delighted to be UCUP’s new Elementary Sunday School teacher! I guess it runs in the family, since my sister is the Director of Youth Ministry at Gig Harbor United Methodist Church. Some
of my qualifications include years (and years and years) of babysitting and childcare. I’ve mostly
worked for individual families and various church retreats and functions. I am really excited to get
to know the children of UCUP!
I am pursuing a BA in French at Pacific Lutheran University, with minors
in Dance and Kinesiology. I enjoy copious amounts of coffee, long
walks in the pouring rain between classes (when I inevitably leave my
umbrella behind so I have a free hand for my coffee), and discovering
new coffee drinks that further enrich my life. Jokes aside, most of my
free time is spent studying and helping with events in the Theatre &
Dance Department. On the (rare) free Tuesday evening, I enjoy attending Tacoma College Ministry’s Lighthouse group at the University of
Puget Sound. My favorite ways to commune with God are through worship,
journaling, and being present in nature.
Thank you all for being so welcoming! I can’t wait to see what God has in
store for us.
Blessings,
Jem Wynn

What a whirlwind Easter Sunday it was - starting at O'Dark Thirty in the morning for Easter Sunrise,
transitioning to our 10 a.m. service, and gathering up the last of the prayers people wanted to send
with us to Lourdes. Angie & I made our way to Sea-Tac for our overnight flight to Amsterdam.
We spent a whirlwind two and a half days surrounded by more bicycles than I can ever remember
seeing in one place. We had a sobering and heart-breaking tour through the Anne Frank Huis, as
well as the Jewish Cultural Museum, the Holocaust Memorial at the theater where Jewish people
were rounded up and sent out on trains across the street. We also found hope and sadness at the
Resistance museum - realizing that there were not many options the neutral Dutch had to resist the
Nazi regime. We were led through scenario after scenario of how the Dutch people had to either collaborate, adapt or resist in the midst of violent outcomes. And still there were so many courageous
Dutch people who resisted to help their Jewish friends and risked violent outcomes. One of those stories included saving 600 children across the street from the theater. We found stark contrasts to the
beauty of touring through the Rijks & Van Gogh Museums as we marveled at famous and little known
paintings alike. After walking 30,000 steps across Amsterdam, we took a train out to the countryside
the next day to visit the town of Delft, where famous blue Delft pottery is created by hand. On the
train ride back, we stopped at The Hague where we found our way to the Peace Palace - made possible by philanthropist Andrew Carnegie in 1913, - a court created to end war. Ironically war would
break out in Europe on the heels of its creation. The International Court of Justice was the precursor
to The United Nations, established in 1945 after World War II. While not binding, there is something
symbolically beautiful about countries coming together in a a neutral country like The Netherlands to
settle disputes. We witnessed delegates from Russia & Ukraine who were at the Peace Palace that
day for arbitration. Outside, a World Peace Flame burns, surrounded by a rock garden with rocks
sent by each participating country.
We made our way to Lourdes to begin the actual pilgrimage with 35 other participants and spouses
from St. Joseph of Orange & Providence. It was an amazing and special experience to be with literally thousands of other people, making their pilgrimage to Lourdes, to experience the sacred beauty
of the place, and I contemplated on the visions St. Bernadette may have experienced at the Grotto of
Lourdes. Whatever it was, it has spurred sacred pilgrimage of millions of people every year to experience the love and spiritual, emotional healing of the baths, witnessing the love and care and compassion people have for those who are not mobile, joining in the evening procession and lifting our candles high as the crowds joined in singing the Ave Maria of Lourdes. As we made our way through the
Grotto, behind other participants, we found a cart to place the sacred prayers that were sent with us,
and we offered other prayers as well. We probably could have stayed another day or two, but the pilgrimage continued on to Le Puy, an ancient pilgrimage path (the Way of St. James) to Camino de
Santiago since the 10th century.
At the Cathedral Notre Dame Le Puy en Velay, the priests bless pilgrims every morning as they start
their Camino journey. I was struck by two symbols throughout Le Puy (puy meaning volcanic rock
hill), that will resonate with me. One was the scallop shell that is the symbol for the Camino - all paths
leading to the same destination. The other symbol was that of the black Virgin. Instead of a crucifix
at the front of the sanctuary, a Black Madonna decked out in one of her many colorful dresses takes
center stage. This cathedral is one of the oldest Marian sanctuaries and is known as the sanctuary of
the Black Virgin. Next to the Cathedral is a huge puy, upon which a monolithic statue of the Virgin
and child overlooks the city. We have averaged at least 20,000 steps a day since our arrival, and our
feet and legs are tired and sore, but there is something so satisfying about following in the footsteps
of those who came before us. In fact, there are places in the stone where one can actually see the
worn groove in the stone. And it is also true that one doesn't need to travel thousands of miles away
to have those kinds of sacred encounters.
Continued…...

…...Continued
We continue to walk in the paths and stand on the shoulders of those who go before us and beside
us. Perhaps my most frequent emotion while experiencing this pilgrimage is gratitude for so many
things in life - for people in my life, for the people of UCUP, for the abundant blessings of a generous
Creator, who gave us this beloved earth and one another to steward and care for. I look forward to
being back with you in early May and so thankful for a generous congregation who gave their blessing
for us to have this experience.
Traveling the journey with you,
Pastor Cathy

Dinner Groups
Do you like to eat?
Do you enjoy sharing a meal with other people?
Do you like to get to know people you know on a deeper level?
Are you open to getting to know more people?
Consider signing up for a dinner group that will meet once a month for four months (May-August).
Dinners or brunches might be held in people’s homes with everyone contributing a part of the meal
or they might be coordinated at a no-host restaurant.
Sign-up sheets will be available soon in the entry way.
Let’s eat, drink, and be merry!

Saturday, June 3, 2017
Fun, food and CARS!!! It's all a part of the upcoming University Place Duck Daze on Saturday, June 3
at 10 a.m. With free and easy garage parking, the best Parade around, great food and cool cars, it's a
day you and your family will NOT want to miss!
After the annual Duck Daze Parade along Bridgeport Way, (27th to 40th St) head to Market Square
for a tour of cool cars.
Replacing the business information booths this year, is a BIGGER than ever UPTown Cruisin’ car
show! The car show is such a crowd favorite that it will be expanded into Market Square this year. Not
to worry U.P. businesses, there will be will additional opportunities at future U.P. business events.
Fire Station 31 will be open to visitors and will be grilling up some of their famous hotdogs.

Duck Parade 10am—Noon
Car Show 10am—3pm
Fire Station 31 Open House
10am—2pm

Joys & Concerns
It was early on Easter morning, a few brave people and one dog
were gathering in Curran Orchard, when the sound of hooking
came from over head.
Looking up, those that were there, saw a flock of
Canadian geese flying north in the form of a large V.
Once again there
was silence and then we heard Don Morgan sing ‘Were you there when they
crucified my Lord…………’, and so the Easter sunrise service began. Sorry if
you missed it.
It was good to see Vic Bode in church on Easter following his recent back
surgery…and Michelle Wallace…and the many members of Marilyn Thompson’s
family.
Remember when the very large fish came flying out of the choir?
While
miracles still happen at United Church, on April 9 our new Sunday School
teacher, Jem Wynn, stepped out of Pastor Kathy’s tool box! Welcome Jem.
th

As always, we ask you to keep those unable to be with us on Sundays in
your prayers: :Randi Byrd, Donna Shoe, Dorothy Burkhart, Mollie
Chaffee, Billie Jo Morgan,, Yvonne Begeman, Betty Smith and Mildred
Seales. I’m sure a note (or visit) would be appreciated.
Don’t know if it’s true, but I’ve heard that chicken noodle soup is
the May item of the month for My Sister’s Pantry.
Surely we can
come up with 100!
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Diana Butler Bass presents at Queen Anne UMC
The Well May 11th 7-9pm
Join Pastor Cathy & Angie as noted author and historian Diana Butler Bass
presents on "Gratitude & Love: Sustaining Powers for Resistance".
The
news can leave us tired, exhausted, and defeated. How can gratitude and
love serve to counteract the tendencies to give in and give up? What does
our faith tell us about staying in the struggle for justice and compassion? How can followers of Christ who believe in the inclusive and all
loving Mystery of God form strong community and withstand when it seems
that the only representatives of "Christianity" are exclusive, misogynistic, and unloving? Gratitude and love are key concepts that help people
make it through hard times - personal trials, communal struggles, and political turmoil. We hope you join us! Tickets are $30 - scholarships
available upon request.

Maundy Thursday and Easter Worship
On Maundy Thursday, we made a symbolic journey with Jesus, gathering in the Upper Room
(Orchard View) and traveling as the story moved to the Garden of Gethsemene & Pilate's Courtyard
(the Narthex) and finished remembering our baptisms & receiving Holy Communion in the Sanctuary
as we finished out our Lenten Worship Series "Roll Down Justice".
Many thanks to Neva Laurie-Berry, Nancy Moffett, Cathi Cline, Don Thompson, Don Morgan, Hank &
Judy Thierry, and the Choir for their help with the series throughout, and for transforming the sanctuary from the Waterfalls of Justice to the new birth of Easter. Perhaps we will find a way to re-purpose
our streams of justice. If anyone has creative ideas for what to do with all of our fabric tributaries - talk
to Neva, Nancy, or Pastor Cathy.
Easter Sunday dawned bright and clear complete with a sunrise coming up over the trees across from
the Orchard at our 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service. Many thanks to Wes Davis, Jim Cash, Hank & Judy
Thierry & Peter Burhop for getting chairs set up and building a fire; to Don Morgan & Don Thompson,
musicians; Angie Wolle & Marilyn Thompson, our liturgists; and Joyce Demarest, who continues to
provide such welcoming hospitality back at the church. With 35 in attendance we realized half were
neighbors who saw we were having a sunrise service either from our Reader Board or from the different places we advertised. This is a great outreach to the neighborhood, especially when the weather
cooperates after the PNW has broken records for the rainiest winter since 1895!

We trumpeted in our traditional 10 a.m. Easter Worship service with just over 100 folks who joined in
the celebration. Marilyn & and Don Thompson get the award for bringing in the most family members
with 11 total. We continued to be blessed by our Music Director, Jeff Andersen & Choir, as well as
our Easter liturgist, Pamela Maddess, and the great hospitality of our Congregational Care
team. Christ is Risen! Christ
is Risen indeed!

Easter
Service
April
16th
2017

Fourth Sunday Forum May 21st
Tacoma Community House & Days for Girls
Presented by Tacoma Community House (TCH) which is a nationally-respected, community-based
service center for immigrants, refugees, and long-time South Sound residents seeking enrichment
and pathways to self-sufficiency. For 107 years, TCH has helped individuals gain the skills they need
to transition out of poverty, navigate a new culture, and find personal and professional success. Annually, TCH provides 3,800 program services to 3,500 individuals from over 103 countries through four
core programs: Education, Employment, Immigration, and Crime Victim Advocacy.

Topic:
EVERY GIRL. EVERYWHERE. PERIOD.
UCUP will host a discussion about Days for Girls with Callie Ochsner, Tacoma Chapter. The slogan
serves to take ground on school-age girls and their school attendance. Menstrual hygiene kits have
long been a missing application in helping girls to succeed in the developing world. There remains
much social stigma that keeps girls away from school, leaving them vulnerable to be preyed upon and
keeping them in poverty. Thirty percent of girls in Brazil, 1 out of 10 in Sub-Saharan Africa and over
113 million adolescent girls in India have no solution when they begin to menstruate. It’s hard to imagine that the lack of sanitary napkins means staying at home, sitting on a piece of cardboard or being
isolated in a cowshed for days. This can mean that up to 2 months a year a girl is not in school and is
making do with leaves, soil or even chicken feathers – not a solution, but an invitation for infection. Chapters in the U.S. and around the world sew flannel pads, snap around panty liners and a
lovely non-stigmatizing drawstring sack allowing already over 640,000 young girls to stay in school
and succeed. Hear about the logistics to take ground on reaching more girls and their success stories
including micro enterprise.

A Cathi Cline Experience:
In Alendu, Kenya, where I was volunteering with the Rafiki Africa Foundation, too many of the girls at the sponsored school
were missing up to a week of school each month because of
their menstrual periods. So, the women I was teaching got to
work making washable pads which were then given to each of
the girls who needed them. Attendance was much improved
and many girls went on to graduate and move on to a trade or
secondary school. This simple project provided the girls with
the tools they needed to become productive and selfsupporting. The women in the photo are Risper and Irene.

April 23rd Forum
We Learned about L'Arche
On Sunday, April 23, Laura Giddings introduced us to L'Arche Tahoma Hope, where she is the Executive Director. As many of you were not able to attend, we want to share what we learned.
L'Arche began in France in 1964 by Jean Vanier, as he found a way to live out his faith by providing
companionship to two developmentally disabled men. Today L'Arche exists in 150 communities in 36
countries. In the U.S. there are 17 communities, four of which are in the Northwest. The Tacoma L'Arche community consists of four homes and a farm and gardens, which is unique to Tacoma. Begun as
a dahlia garden to provide a daytime activity for the residents, it has grown to a six acre farm with
three greenhouses. Perennials, bedding ornamentals and vegetables are the focus of the farm. The
farm and its chickens also provide food for the residents of the homes.
Continued…...

…...Continued
We met two of the L'Arche core members, Nancy and Doug and their assistants Adrian and Laura.
They live in a house with two other core members and their assistants. Most core members have lived
in L'Arche for many years and and newest Tahoma member has been there four years.
When Laura G. asked Nancy about her life in L'Arche, she signed "It's a big joy". Nancy's family is not
in touch with her so L'Arche has become her family. Doug's two brothers do visit him and he told us
about them and his parents (now deceased). Laura and Adrian told us about daily life at L'Arche and
what drew them to this work. For different reasons, they have found the work fulfilling and healing.
What Laura likes about the day to day life is its simplicity and joy. There is "so much love", but the
work is not always fun or joyful. The assistants undergo 70 hours of training and must complete a
competency test before they are officially hired.
As a community of faith, Laura G. shared the tenants of "L'Arche Spirituality" which consist of Growth,
Simplicity, Prayer, Welcome, Authentic Relationship, Celebration, Light for the World, Suffering and
Joy.
Currently Laura G. is heading up a capital campaign to raise funds to build a Welcome Center, a
7,800 s.f. building that will be a place for the community to meet as a whole, welcome new potential
members and provide administrative offices.
UCUP supported L'Arche Tahoma Hope this year with a benevolence donation. If you would like to
support L'Arche Tahoma Hope, visit their website at www.larchethc.org.
If you missed the opportunity to buy a L'Arche plant on Sunday, you can do so at the organization's
booth at the Proctor Saturday Farmer's Market, every Saturday d uring the market season from
10 AM - 2 PM.
Dorothy McCuistion for Peace and Justice working group
END HUNGER…END HUNGER...END HUNGER...END HUNGER...END HUNGER...END HUNGER...END HUNGER…

Ending Hunger in Pierce County with the Emergency Food Network.
UCUP has made many donations to this organization and here is another way to reduce food insecurity through your postal carrier food drive.

Letter Carriers’ Food Drive -- May 13, 2017 all-day Saturday
How does the Letter Carriers’ Food Drive work in Pierce County?

Leave a bag of non-perishable food at your mailbox on
May 13 - Saturday
Your postal carrier or a volunteer will pick it up.
EFN distributes the food to our neighbors in need in Pierce County.

Other ways to help:
Volunteer with your local Post Office branch on the day of the
event to help pick up food and unload it
(contact volunteer@efoodnet.org to learn more).
Remind your neighbors!

May 10th 6:00 p.m. PCAF (Pierce County Aides Foundation)
hosts a free panel discussion on the stigma around HIV/AIDS
To get to that place of grace where there is no more AIDS in Washington WE, You and I need to be
informed and look at our own bias's around HIV AIDS and the people living with this chronic disease. Reflect on someone you know who is living with the disease or a friend and loved one who
died of this disease. Imagine an adolescent who is scared that they may be HIV+ and they are uncertain about what to do or whom to share it with. Taking that first step is sometimes all that is needed.
The Pierce County Aids Foundation is one of UCUP's annual beneficiaries.
HIV-related stigma continues to impact individuals and communities, with effects ranging from keeping people from getting tested or accessing treatment to how HIV+ people are treated. One of the primary recommendations for achieving the goals of the End AIDS Washington campaign is to identity
and reduce HIV stigma.
On May 10th, PCAF (Pierce County AIDS Foundation), the WA State Department of Health and the
UW Tacoma Social Work & Criminal Justice Program will convene a panel discussion addressing HIV
-related stigma among gay, bi, same gender loving and other men who have sex with men in Pierce
County.
Where: Milgard Assembly Room in the William W Phillip Hall on the UWT Campus. For directions and
parking information, look here:http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/campus-map/campus-map.
Sincerely,
Judy Thierry, on behalf of Peace and Justice

Interfaith Observance of National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 4th, 4:00 p.m.
Pacific Lutheran University
Anderson University Center - Chris Knutzen Hall
12180 Park Avenue S. Tacoma 98447
Please join us for Associated Ministries' annual interfaith observance of the National Day of Prayer.
This unique gathering is one of the very few interfaith observances held on this day anywhere in the
country.
For more information contact: Sandy Windley at 253-426-506 or sandyw@associatedministries.org

Hunger is here in Washington
Saturday, May 20, 2017 the Hunger Walk and 5K Run will take place at Fort Steilacoom Park reminding us there is much need and many who care. Mark your calendar.
Be a part of the UCUP Team.
When: Saturday, May 20
7:30 AM - Registration/Check-In (T-Shirt and Bib Pick-Up)
9:00 AM - Run
9:05 AM - Walk
Where: Fort Steilacoom Park
For more information visit the Hunger Walk & 5K Run website
Peace,
Judy Thierry

Every Sunday — 10am Worship Service
10:15am Elementary & Youth Sunday School
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Church Contact

Church Employees

(253) 564-2754

Rev. Cathlynn Law

office@ucup.org

Office Admin: Lynne Jenks-Dudschus

pastor@ucup.org

Music Director: Jeff Andersen

www.ucup.org

Nursery Attendant: Claire McCarthy
Sunday School Teacher: Jem Wynn
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Weekly

Monthly

Sundays
10am Worship Service
With Rev. Cathlynn Law

1st Sunday of the month
Communion during worship

10:15am Elementary Sunday
School (4yrs to 11yrs)
10:15am Youth Sunday School
( 12yrs & Up)
Wednesdays
Noon-2pm Brown Baggers
Luncheon & Bible Study Group
Thursdays
7:30pm-9pm Choir Practice
(Sept—May)

1st Monday of the month
10am-3pm Needler’s Craft Group
1st Tuesday of the month
1pm Alzheimer's Support Group
3rd Friday of the month
6:30pm P,B & Jam Night
Bring your instruments!
4th Sunday of the month
11:45am 4th Sunday Forum

We are United with God,
United to Love,
and United to Serve Others

