November 2016
United Church in University Place Newsletter
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
A United Church of Christ, a United Methodist Church &
an LGBTQIA welcoming Congregation

When the Saints Come Marching In!
Stewardship theme invites us to build an effective team at United Church
in University Place. The UCUP Saints are playing hard to engage all of us
to consider how to support our greater United Church in University Place
team!
What will our church, our congregation, and our programs look like in the
future? Imagine what’s possible with the collective time, talents, and
resources of our church members, contributing to form a united church
team supporting church functions and local and global outreaches.
This is the time of year when each of us is called to consider how, as
stewards, we can help build an exciting future for our church. We are an
Open and Affirming, Reconciling congregation that is making a difference as we serve homeless families, volunteer at My Sister’s Pantry,
adopt green practices, work for peace and justice, nurture our children
and youth, and study, worship, sing, and pray together – all of which
requires effective teamwork and support of the entire congregation.
In the coming weeks you’ll be asked to consider how you can join the
church team to create our exciting and fulfilling future. So please think
about how you can directly contribute, be it time, talent, and/or treasure,
and support the UCUP team!
Also, be sure to mark your calendars for Thankful Sunday: November 20,
2016. We will celebrate our stewardship pledges for the future with an
all-church dinner following the worship service.

I am writing this month’s newsletter article on our lanai in Maui, watching the sunrise over
Haleakala and the Pacific Ocean, listening to many different birds chirp and call to one another. Even though it’s the end of October, my thoughts are heading to Advent and Christmas. Most of you are familiar with Advent calendars - counting down the days till Christmas each filled with a scripture verse related to Christ’s birth. A year or so ago, Calgary-based
food writer Julie Van Rosendaal created a Reverse Advent Calendar as a way to give back
over the holidays.
Each day, starting on December 1st, you place one non-perishable food Item in a box until
Christmas Day. If you want to have fun with it, you could wrap two wine boxes in Christmas
paper and mark each day on one of the dividers. There's so many great advent calendars
out there, but this is a great way to remind kids — and all of us — that Christmas is really
about giving. It's fun to put something in the box every day, and think about what someone
might enjoy, or find useful or need.

Since Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, what better way to celebrate than to bring your
boxes to church on Christmas Day filled up with goodies to be delivered to the Food
Bank. Or you could bring them anytime during the 12 days of Christmas as well. If there are
folks who want to stop by wine stores, or Met Market, or Trader Joe’s to pick up wine boxes
with dividers to bring to the church for others to take home to decorate, that would be awesome.
Let it be said that your pastor doesn’t necessarily recommend buying a whole case of wine
to drink just to help out with this Advent Adventure.

I thank everyone who was in attendance at the all-church meeting on October 16,
2016. We discussed, rather thoroughly, the changes we had made. Based on the
input at this meeting, we are both empowered and expected to make further changes. We
have decided that the portion of the board who have worked on this project will meet
at 6:30 P.M. on Monday, November 7, to make our final changes, so that it can be presented
to the full board at our regular meeting on November 14. As is true of all board meetings,
members are welcome to attend either meeting. We hope (or maybe just I hope) that the
constitution will be amended into final form by that November 14 meeting, so that it is ready
to submit to the congregation for approval at our annual meeting. I appreciate all the
members who really took the time to examine our work and make suggestions for improvement.
We hope you have noticed how the lighting in the church has improved recently. The board
approved new, more efficient, fluorescent lighting fixtures wherever they exist in the
church. We think they have improved the brightness (without extra glare) and the steadiness
of the light. It is good to know that they are also more efficient. They have been, or will soon
be, installed in every fluorescent light fixture in the church soon. Another improvement to be
looking forward to is that our front door will be replaced with an automatically opening
door. Know that this will happen, but the time line is not yet established.
I know others will be writing about the stewardship campaign. I have enjoyed being involved in the activities that those on the stewardship committee have led. Please know that
everyone's involvement in the stewardship of this church is its greatest asset: I am referring to
the giving of time, talent, and treasure here. The success of this stewardship campaign
should be cheered by everyone.
Respectively submitted.
Robert Brown
———————————————————————————————————————————
is turning the corner from one season, the summit meetings, to
another: the annual dinner. I have five people that I know of attending so far. I am inviting
many more of you to come. The annual dinner is FAN's largest fundraiser by far; last year the
total raised was in excess of $60,000. This year, we are attempting to reach $80,000, with a
challenge by Rick Steves to match his $40,000. The cost of the dinner has not been increased, so the remaining money is to be raised primarily by those in attendance. If you seek
to donate without committing to the dinner, you can do that by writing a check to the
church in any amount, and noting in the memo line that it is for Faith Action Network.
At the dinner, we will learn most of the fine details of our legislative action plan. We also
celebrate people who have had positive impact on Faith Action Network in big ways. We
have our lobby day scheduled already for Thursday, February 9, 2017. Please mark your calendars for this important date. Lobby Day provides us an opportunity to speak with our legislators about Faith Action Network's important goals. The greater numbers of people trooping
into the offices, the greater impact these visits have. Also, if there are so many people that
not everyone fits, the ones who don't go in have an opportunity to write notes to the legislators. It is also encouraging to see so many people who take the time to do this action!
Robert Brown

Altar Flowers—A great way to Give Back to the Church!
Please use the Sign Up Sheet located on the round table in the entrance area.
It would be greatly appreciated if everyone participated in the worship service
by bring flowers, treats and/or volunteers to be the liturgist.

November 6th
Submitted by Pastor Cathy

On Sunday, November 6th, we will be celebrating All Saints’ Day during
our worship service. We remember those who came before us in the
faith. We celebrate their lives, and remember that we are surrounded by
a “great cloud of witnesses”.
During the worship service, we will read aloud the
names of all church and family members who have
passed away since last October 31st.
If you would like your loved one’s name to be included in the service,
please contact Lynne in the church office immediately. During the worship service, there will be a time for you to speak aloud the name of anyone who has impacted your faith, and also light a candle in their memory.

Cookies & Crèches
December 4th
It’s time to find the box
you packed your Crèche
away in at the end of the
last Christmas season.
Please plan to display it on
this special Sunday. We
have lots of room for all
displays.

Hanging of the Greens
Attention Christmas Elves!
Join us after worship on the first
Sunday of Advent, November 27th
for the Hanging of the Greens. We
will prepare our sanctuary for
Advent and Christmas.

Please let Joyce Demarest
know if you have one you
will be sharing this year.
If you have any questions,
speak to Joyce.

Joys & Concerns
Congratulations to Janet & Ron Wicks, who welcomed their first grand daughter Maddison,
born on August 23rd. Proud parents are Rachel Jacobson and Brendan Wicks……Our sympathy to family and friends of Lou Parker, a charter member of UCUP. Lou died on September
29th………congratulations to Christine (Long) Crossley and her new husband who were married on October 18th in Texas……..and to Duncan Foley who retired from PLU as of August
31st………...to Wes Davis for catching the pass from Jimmy Bode at the end of this year’s first
stewardship skit………After 30 some years, the used dishwasher in the kitchen, off the Fellowship Hall, has seen its last days, but not to fear, Jim Cash reports that it will soon be replaced.
Thanks Jim!
Please keep these friends in prayer: Mildred Seales, who we miss on Sundays and is now receiving help from hospice; Joe Becker’s father who is seriously ill; pray for peace for Susan
and Mark, Mary Jones daughter and son in law who has dementia, and is having difficulty
adjusting to moving into a care facility; and Rhonda Adams sister who needs assistance.
It just happened to be Rev. Jan Van Pelt’s birthday when she was the guest preacher at UCUP.
Many thanks to the Congregational Care and
the Stewardship Team for ensuring Jan’s birth
day was properly celebrated!

Upcoming Events
Nov. 6th
All Saints Day
Daylight Savings
Nov. 20th at 11:30am
Thankful Dinner & the
4th Sunday Forum
Topic: Tibetan Refugees
FAN Dinner 5:30-7:30pm

Above From Left to Right
Shirley Paulson, Kathy Munn, Joe Becker,
Jan Van Pelt & Janet Wicks,

Nov. 22nd at 7pm
Associated Ministries
Annual Interfaith
Gathering at
Bethel Baptist Church
in Tacoma
Nov. 24th Thanksgiving
Dec. 4th Cookies &
Crèches

UCUP AT THE PANTRY
Eight hearty souls reported to duty at My Sister's Pantry on a bright, sunny Saturday. The Pantry handed out over 90 bags of groceries, along with clothing and fresh vegetables and
baked goods. Over 100 people dined on a delicious gravy and biscuit brunch, accompanied by fresh cantaloupe and seasonal cookies (e.g., football and fall leaf shaped sugar
cookies). The Pantry guests were served with a smile, and several came back for seconds
and even thirds. We ran out of biscuits, cookies and only had four slices of cantaloupe left
when all was said and done. Martha was on a well-deserved vacation, and Pat Mail was
asked to give the opening prayer.
If you get a chance, thank the following faithful UCUPers for their service: Ruth Cannon,
UCUP coordinator; Sharon Britcher, Jim Cash, Joyce Demarest, Doris Larson, Pat Mail, Carol
Shogreen, and JoAn Walston. JoAn said it best when thanked for her service. She responded,
"This is a meaningful way we really can help others, and it feels good." Thank you UCUPers for
a job well done.

UCUP T-SHIRTS
For those of you who engage in community activities, we want to order more Green T-shirts
with the UCUP logo and name. Please let Pat Mail know if you'd like a t-shirt and provide size.
Let's "Green the Pantry", next year's UP Duck Daze and other outside events.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Associated Ministries'
Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Gathering

Can you believe we're already talking about Thanksgiving? Well, we hope to see you all at
this year's Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Gathering!
When: Tuesday, November 22nd at 7:00 p.m.
Where: Bethlehem Baptist Church, 4818 E. Portland Avenue, Tacoma 98404 Wa, 98405
More Details: Sandy Windley
sandyw@associatedministries.org
253-426-1506
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Stephen McQuillan
Chris Berry
Allen Munn
Sharon Britcher
Nancy Moffett
Addy Harding

UCUP Needlers
Submitted by Rev. Cathi Cline

I have been wishing for a group of people with whom I can share my love of
needlework. I have a dream of working on some of my own projects, as well as
some charity projects, and enjoying other people’s projects, too. There is something special
and spiritual about visiting with others while being productive or helping others to complete a
piece of fabric art.
Some of the charity projects I have thought of are blankets or quilts for Project Linus, pillow
cases for the Million Pillowcase Project for foster children, or prayer shawls for members or
friends of UCUP who need a warm gift of love. I will bring patterns for each of these projects.
Some of you may have other ideas, too.
So, if you share my love of crafting, or want to visit with those of us who do, please join me in
the Orchard View Room on Monday, November 7th, from 10 am to 3 pm and the first Monday of each month thereafter. Come when you can and stay as long as you wish. There is a
fridge and a microwave to accommodate any lunch or beverage you would like to bring. I
will bring my sewing machine, and ironing board and iron, extension cord, cutting mats, and
rotary cutters, a variety of knitting needles and crochet hooks. But please bring your own project or material, yarn, etc. to start a new one. If you need a sewing machine, you will have to
bring one.
Oh, and feel free to think of what might be a better name for the group.
Please join me for fabric fun.
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

4th Sunday Forum Sign Up Sheet

The new sign up sheet is in Lynne’s Office. Add 4”th Sunday Forum” to the wall calendar
and put the forum details on the paper sign up sheet which is located on top of the file cabinets. We hope this helps avoid double bookings. Thank You All.

The HUNGER WALK
Walkers included Marilyn Thompson, Ruth Cannon, Cathy Cannon, Cathi
Cline, Hank & Judy Thierry, Joan Walston & daughter Cindy, Ardie Herbel,
Angie Wolle, Pastor Cathy Law, & Pat Mail .

Every Sunday — 10am Worship Service
10:15am Elementary & Youth Sunday School

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10am Cong.
Care
1pm ALZ
Group

2

3
4
6-7:30pm
Audio Book
Noon Brown 7:30-9pm
Bagger Bible
Choir
Study Group
Rehearsal

5

8
Noon P&J

9
10
11
Noon Brown 6-7:30pm
Bagger Bible Audio Book
Study Group
7:30-9pm
6:30pm
Choir
Finance Mtg
Rehearsal

12

15

16
17 4:30 FSG 18
19
Noon Brown 6-7:30pm
6:30pm
Bagger Bible
Audio Book
Play,
Study Group 7:30-9pm
Boogie &
Choir
Jam Night
Rehearsal

20 11:30am 21
Thankful
Dinner
4th Sunday
Forum Topic:
Tibetan
Refugees
FAN Dinner

22
7pm A.S.
Interfaith
Thanksgiving
Gathering at

23
24
25
Noon Brown Thanksgiving
Bagger Bible
Study Group

27
28
1st Sunday of
Advent
11:30am
Hanging of
the Greens

29

6
7
All Saints Day 10am-3pm
Needlers Daylight
Orchard
Savings
View Room
5pm SPR
13

14
6:30pm
Board Mtg

26

Bethel Baptist

Church
30
Noon Brown
Bagger Bible
Study Group
Want to
Join US?

Church Contact

Church Employees

(253) 564-2754

Rev. Cathlynn Law

office@ucup.org

Office Admin: Lynne Jenks-Dudschus

pastor@ucup.org

Music Director: Jeff Andersen

www.ucup.org

Nursery Attendant: Claire McCarthy
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Weekly

Monthly

Sundays
10am Worship Service
With Rev. Cathlynn Law

1st Sunday of the month
Communion during worship

10:15am Elementary Sunday
School (4yrs to 11yrs)
10:15am Youth Sunday School
( 12yrs & Up)
Wednesdays
Noon-2pm Brown Baggers
Luncheon & Bible Study Group
6-7:30pm Blue Heron Zen
Meditation Community Group
In the Youth Wing
Thursdays
7:30pm Choir Practice
(Sept—May)

1st Tuesday of the month
1pm Alzheimer's Support Group
3rd Friday of the month
6:30pm P,B & Jam Night
Bring your instruments!
4th Sunday of the month
11:45am 4th Sunday Forum
———————————————————————————-

We are United with God,
United to Love,
and United to Serve Others

