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United Church in University Place Newsletter
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
A United Church of Christ, a United Methodist Church &
an LGBTQIA welcoming Congregation

Sunday, December 4th—Cookies & Crèches
The Congregational Care Cluster will be honoring Shirley Charette’s Legacy
and will be offering Cookies and Crèches after worship! If you have a
favorite Crèche (nativity) to share, please arrive early to set it up!

Thursday, December 15th—7:00pm Blue Christmas
“Longest Night” A Service of Solace
This is a time of the year when memories of past experiences and the pain of present
experiences can become overwhelming. For some, Christmas Day is the most difficult.
For others, the beginning of another lonely New Year is hard to face. In this service,
we'll have some prayer and singing songs appropriate to the Christmas Season, and a
ritual for healing. Join us for prayer services where we can, with others, acknowledge
the "blue" feelings we have at Christmas time, and offer them to God.

Saturday, December 24th—7:00pm Celtic Christmas Eve Service
Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus into the world and into our hearts! We welcome back our gifted pipers Suzanne Wolfe & Seamus Neary, as we sing beloved Christmas Carols along with "Silent Night" by candlelight.

Sunday, December 25th - 10:00am—Christmas Day Worship Service
Join us as we worship together and celebrate the birth of Christ.

Friday, January 6th - 6:00pm -Second Annual Epiphany Celebration
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a Soup Supper, our Celtic Spiral Service,
and to share our King’s Cake!

This Advent/Christmas season we are stepping into the story of Ebenezer Scrooge
from Dickens' classic “A Christmas Carol”. We will take a look at how living in God’s
economy of grace and justice is the antithesis of the life-threatening addiction to
money, success, power, and exclusion. The chimes of the clock-tower bells provide a
wake-up call for Ebenezer Scrooge and turn him from his resentment, fear and isolation. Just as God’s presence was born anew into this world, we too can be born anew,
woken up and redeemed into renewed life, joy, passion, generosity, humility and love.
The first Sunday of Advent on November 27th, people received a strand of colorful chains to take home to mark down the days till Christmas Eve. These chains represent, like the ghost Marley’s chains, those things we hope to let go of that weigh us
down and create any miserly, fearful attitudes in our lives. Each day you are invited to
“unleash” one of these chain links and reflect and name to yourself, or write on that
link, what you are working on letting go of. Save each of those pieces and bring them
back during Advent or on Christmas Eve to fill the manger with “straw” as we await the
coming of Baby Jesus.
Many thanks to Nancy Moffett who found many of her father’s old bells and lanterns to help create a 19th century atmosphere in our sanctuary. Join us for the rest
of Advent as we enter into the world of Ebenezer Scrooge and the transformation of
his heart.

Some folks took home empty wine boxes last Sunday to decorate and turn into a
reverse Advent calendar. There are extra boxes at church with dividers, or get one of
your own to start this Advent project. Each day, you place one non-perishable food
Item in a box until Christmas Day. Bring it back on Christmas Day or anytime
during the 12 Days of Christmas and we will deliver it to a local Food Bank.

I feel I am surrounded by a multitude of Saints. I enjoyed participating in the
Stewardship program. Joe Becker did an absolutely fantastic job of leading our group,
but there was no shortage of ideas from others. I guess it is just fun being on a winning team! In my view, the celebration after church on November 20 was very wellattended and enjoyed by most. I am sorry I missed Judy Thierry's presentation, but
from what I did see, it seemed to be going well.
Our guest at the fourth Sunday forum in October did an outstanding job of presenting what is going on in solar energy here in Washington as well as throughout the
United States. There were as many as 15 in attendance, and they appreciated the information.
In my view, Cathy's sermon response to the election/election season was highly
appropriate. We want to ensure that ALL people are respected by the United States
government and treated with dignity and respect. We have a big job to do to see that
this happens.
The board will likely ratify the changes made to the constitution as a result of the
congregational meeting on October 16. I have to say most of the ideas presented at
the meeting did result in some change to the wording of the document. Expect to
see the results after our December 12 board meeting.
The nominating committee has met, and it is likely that you may have been asked
to serve in a position. We, of course, hope that you will agree. When we met, of
course, we were without the results of our time and talent sheets, so we hope some
vacancies can be filled through your expressed interests. We are a church that gets
things done, and I am pleased to be part of that. Thanks.
Sincerely,
Robert Brown
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“Stewardship Bowl 2017, When the Saints Come Marching In”
On November 20th we filled the 2017 Stewardship Bowl with our hopes, dreams,
and pledges and put United Church in University Place on the road to OUR future.
Thank you to all of our church members and friends who completed the time, talent,
and financial pledge forms and participated in our stewardship celebration by going
through the goalposts to reach the Stewardship Bowl. With the preliminary report of
47 pledges for $163,000 collected in financial pledges so far, we’re well on our way to
meeting our goal to support the 2017 budget.
Following the worship service, we celebrated with a Thankful Dinner with over 70
folks joining us downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Special thanks to Pamela Maddess for
heading up the dinner, and to Janet Wicks, Nancy Moffett, Kris Schrantz, Rosemary
Jones, Pat Mail, and Joyce Demarest for setting up and preparing a sumptuous feast of
ham, potatoes, enchiladas. Thanks to all of the church members who provided side
dishes and desserts, to Jim Cash, Sharon Britcher, Heidi, and many other volunteers
who helped with the clean-up. The volunteers at United Church in U.P. are the best!
If you would still like to complete your 2017 Stewardship pledge for time, talent, and
financial support, forms are available in the church office.
Many thanks to the 2017 Stewardship Team
consisting of Joe Becker (fearless coach), Janet
Wicks, Neil Rader, Vic Bode, Pat Mail, Marilyn
Thompson, with assistance from Wes Davis.
Thank you,
United Church in U.P. Saints
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Joys & Concerns
Sunday, November 20th, we welcomed Christine
Long-Crossley as a member of United Church. Christine has been worshipping with us since Easter…and
has been active with our Peace and Justice Committee.
Christine moved here from NYC last January,
where she attended the Episcopalian Church of The
Heavenly Rest on 5th Ave. She works for Catholic Community Services as the Program Manager of the Housing and Essential Needs Program in King County. Her
husband is an MP in the Army.
Congratulations to Jennie McQuillan and Christine
Crossley, they both recently joined the ranks of the
employed…to Anwen Young for doing such a good
job of reading during Judith Thierry’s presentation…
to Joe Becker and team UCUP Saints for this year’s
Stewardship Campaign.
Thank you to Pamela Maddess, Janet Wicks, Nancy Moffett and all that brought
food for a delicious, enjoyable THANKFUL DINNER…to Judith Thierry for telling and
showing pictures of her recent trip to bring medical aid to Tibetan refugees…to Jim
Cash, Don Thompson and Esther’s boys for the breakdown and clean up after the dinner…to Hank Thierry for taking on the job of chief dishwasher after the dinner…and
to Pastor Cathy just because.
Please keep the following in your prayers: Dorothy Burkhart… Mollie Chafee….
Randi Byrd & Michelle Wallace…Michael Marcoe…Mildred Seales…Betty Smith and Mary
Jones’ daughter Susan and her husband Mark, as they deal with Mark’s dementia.
It’s a little early, but MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Congregational Care Committee.

Pictured: 4th Sunday Forum Led by Judy Thierry Topic: Tibetan Refugees

The Faith Action Network Annual Dinner happened on Sunday, November 20, at
the Renton Pavilion with 11 folks from UCUP in attendance - Robert Brown, Jim &
Nancy Davis, Aubrey Elliot, Ardie Herbel, Leslie Ann Knight, Pastor Cathy Law, Neil &
Norma Rader, and Hank & Judy Thierry. The program included awards for the Reverend Dan Erlander, who received the Legacy Award; Bishop Lawrence Robertson and
the Emmanuel Apostolic Church of Bremerton, who received the Advocating Faith
Leader and Faith Community Award; Steve Clagett and Jane Sisk, who each won the
award for Justice Leadership; and the Islamic Center of Mukilteo, who won the Interfaith Leadership Award. We heard an absolutely rousing speech from keynote speaker
Rabbi Ruth Zlotnick, who serves as the senior rabbi at Temple Beth Am in North Seattle. Here is an excerpt:
"We cannot wait this one out! “Not all are guilty, but all are responsible."
"We are all Muslim. We are all Gay. We are all women. We are all Jews..."
“We have two choices from our faith before us in this post-election season - we can
choose Exile or Exodus.
"There is a difference between exile and Exodus...when in exile you only yearn for what
you left behind...the path of Exodus is a path only brave souls venture down...the path
of Abraham and Sarah...it takes chutzpah! The journey of Exodus takes
years...generations maybe...but we'll all get there together...we reject the path of exile...we will not let the politics of exile estrange us from our land...we will define the
moment for ourselves!"
"Together we will speak up. Together we will organize. Together we will protect all who
are vulnerable! TOGETHER!"
Rick Steves, whose radio program on NPR you may be familiar with and who is a
great supporter of FAN, challenged those in attendance to match his $40,000 offer,
which we did. This means that FAN has greater capacity to meet its goals. Faith Advocacy Day is our next big event. It is set for Thursday, February 9, 2017. Please clear
your calendars if you can to participate.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert Brown

Second Annual Epiphany Celebration
Friday, January 6th - 6 p.m.
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a Soup Supper, our Celtic Spiral Service,
and to share our King’s Cake
A new tradition was started last year with an Epiphany celebration complete with
a Spiral Service, and King’s Cake. Come at 6pm for a simple soup supper.
We will then gather around the Spiral made of Evergreen Boughs, with a Christ
Candle lit in the center. The Spiral Service, though not Celtic in origin, draws heavily
upon the symbolism of the light and the cycle of the seasons which permeates the
Spirituality of the Celtic Christians; a carry-over from the pagan Celts. In many cultures
the spiral is a symbol of infinity, eternity, or God. On this evening, our Spiral service
will remind us all that each one of us bears a light within – kindled by God and through
Christ – to light our way through the physical darkness of winter and through the season of Epiphany. A labyrinth of evergreens will be laid out on the floor with stars scattered throughout the boughs. A white Christ candle is placed in the center. Each participant will make a journey into the middle where, one by one, we will light our own
candle from the Christ candle, journey back out of the spiral to exchange our lit candle
for a star on in the spiral. The Star reminds us of the guiding light that led the Wise
men and Shepherds to the birthplace of the Christ Child. That light is still there to
guide us in our own personal journey throughout Epiphany.
After the Spiral service, we will feast on a traditional King’s Cake, with three hidden treasures and discover who the Wise Ones are for the next year.
If you would like to help with this event bringing soup, setting up - please contact me.
Pastor Cathy.

Honoring
Our Veterans

All Saints
Teaching Moment

Family Housing Network
Hosting the Families
We'll be hosting homeless families from the Family Housing Network again
in late January through the first few days of February 2017. Our Welcoming Team at UCUP is always looking to for new people from the congregation to join us
in helping with this urgently-necessary mission.
We'll begin setting up the Fellowship Hall on Friday evening Jan. 27, and finish it
Saturday morning just in time for our guests arriving around 6. Once again we will be
in partnership with Mount Cross Lutheran Church, who have been sharing the work of
feeding our guests for many years now.
We are considering holding an informal meeting of sorts to explain the event
ahead of us, so that everyone is briefed on the process and also gives us the chance to
welcome new hands and hearts from both churches to our welcoming team. More
about that in the January newsletter.
Thanks,
Tom Milligan

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
UCUP Needlers
Submitted by Rev. Cathi Cline

Have you been wishing for a group of people with whom you can share your love
of needlework?
There is something special and spiritual about visiting with others while being
productive or helping others to complete a piece of fabric art.
If you share a love of crafting, or want to visit with those of us who do, please join us
in the Orchard View Room on Monday, December 5th, from 10 am to 3 pm and the first
Monday of each month.
Come when you can and stay as long as you wish. There is a fridge and a microwave to accommodate any lunch or beverage you would like to bring. I will bring my
sewing machine, and ironing board and iron, extension cord, cutting mats, and rotary
cutters, a variety of knitting needles and crochet hooks. But please bring your own
project or material, yarn, etc. to start a new one. If you need a sewing machine, you
will have to bring one.
Please join us for fabric fun!
Cathi Cline

Prayer Quilt
Judy Thierry & Ruth Cannon

Jim Cash
Working Hard to keep our
church looking fabulous!
Thanksgiving Interfaith Gathering

Associated Ministries Breakfast

Every Sunday — 10am Worship Service
10:15am Elementary & Youth Sunday School

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1
7:30-9pm
Choir
Rehearsal
4:30pm FSG

Sat

2

3

9

10

4
Cookies &
Crèche's

5
10am-3pm
Needlers—
Orchard
View Room

6
10am Cong.
Care
Noon P&J
1pm ALZ
Group

11

12
6:30pm
Board Mtg

13
14
15
5:30pm SPR Noon Brown 7pm Blue
7pm Cara
Bagger Bible
Christmas
Scriven
Study Group
Srv
7:45-9pm
6:30pm
Choir
Finance Mtg
Rehearsal

16
17
6:30pm
Play,
Boogie &
Jam Night

20

21
22
Noon Brown 7:30-9pm
Bagger Bible
Choir
Study Group
Rehearsal

23

24
7pm Celtic
Christmas
Eve Srv

28
29
Noon Brown 7:30-9pm
Bagger Bible
Choir
Study Group
Rehearsal
Want to
Join US?

30

31

18
19
Xmas Pageant
4th Sunday
Forum
Topic:
25
26
10am
Worship Srv
Christmas
Day

27

7
8
Noon Brown
7:30-9pm
Bagger Bible
Choir
Study Group
Rehearsal

Fri

New
Years Eve

Church Contact

Church Employees

(253) 564-2754

Rev. Cathlynn Law

office@ucup.org

Office Admin: Lynne Jenks-Dudschus

pastor@ucup.org

Music Director: Jeff Andersen

www.ucup.org

Nursery Attendant: Claire McCarthy

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY
UNITED CHURCH IN UNIVERSITY PLACE
3912 GRANDVIEW DRIVE WEST
UNIVERSITY PLACE, WA. 98466

Periodicals
Postage Paid at
Tacoma WA 98413

POSTMASTER:
SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO ABOVE ADDRESS

Newsletter
Vol. 34 No.12
December 1, 2016

United Church In
University Place
3912 Grandview Dr W
University Place, WA
98466

Weekly

Monthly

Sundays
10am Worship Service
With Rev. Cathlynn Law

1st Sunday of the month
Communion during worship

10:15am Elementary Sunday
School (4yrs to 11yrs)
10:15am Youth Sunday School
( 12yrs & Up)
Wednesdays
Noon-2pm Brown Baggers
Luncheon & Bible Study Group
Thursdays
7:30pm Choir Practice
(Sept—May)

1st Monday of the month
10am-3pm Needler’s Craft Group
1st Tuesday of the month
1pm Alzheimer's Support Group
3rd Friday of the month
6:30pm P,B & Jam Night
Bring your instruments!
4th Sunday of the month
11:45am 4th Sunday Forum

We are United with God,
United to Love,
and United to Serve Others

