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United Church in University Place Newsletter
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
A United Church of Christ, a United Methodist Church &
an LGBTQIA welcoming Congregation

U p co m i n g Se r v i ce s
M a r c h 2 0 t h a t 1 0 a m i s o u r P a l m Su n d a y Wo r s h i p Se r v i c e
M a r c h 2 4 t h a t 6 :3 0 p m i s o u r M a u n d y Th u r s d a y Se r v i c e
M a r c h 2 7 t h a t 6 :3 0 a m i s o u r Ea s t e r Su n r i s e Se r v i c e
h e l d i n t h e Cu r r a n A p p l e Or c h a r d

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
When disaster strikes around the globe, like Typhoon
Haiyan in 2013 or the current Syrian refugee crisis, we
watch the drama unfold on our living room televisions
and feel entirely helpless. How could any one person
make a difference in the wake of such widespread
devastation and human suffering?
The One Great Hour of Sharing’s (OGHS) special mission offering involves you in disaster, refugee/
immigration, and development ministries throughout
the world. When a disaster strikes or people are displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the immediate response and of
the long-term recovery. Through OGHS you engage in
holistic development programs including health care,
education, agriculture, food sustainability, microfinancing and women’s empowerment. Both the UCC
and UMC ensure your contributions to One Great Hour
of Sharing put you in the right place at the right time
for the relief, accompaniment and recovery of the
most vulnerable. You meet immediate needs and you
address the underlying causes that create those needs
in the first place.

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
AND STUDY
Wednesday nights
from 6-8p.m.
March 2, 9, 16

By the time you read this, there will
be three Wednesdays left for our
soup supper & study. It’s not too
late to join us. We’re looking at a
video series entitled:
Seeing Grey:
Where Faith & Politics Meet
It was based on a sermon series by
Rev. Adam Hamilton several years
ago, but continues to be relevant
today. We are diving into the world
of faith and politics, how to see isOn Sunday, March 6,th, we will be taking a collec- sues from a different perspective,
tion for One Great Hour of Sharing. We divide the total and how to have difficult conversacollected and send an equal amount to both of our tions with people who may have a
different viewpoint. In this series, we
denominations.
look to the scriptures, teachings,
Thank you for giving generously.
and example of Jesus as a model
for how we ought to live, love, and
Dorothy McCuistion
make important decisions in a comPeace & Justice
plex world.

Angie & I were given keys to a new house last week, and after hosting 60 people at our
Open House last Sunday, I have been reflecting on the word home, and what it means to
me. My childhood home was full of chaos & clutter (clutter being a euphemism). It was not
a place I could invite friends over for a play date. I grew up playing at friends’ homes, sharing meals in other people’s homes. I never learned the art of hospitality growing up. So,
when we signed the papers as co-owners of our new home with family members Charles &
Starr, one of my first thoughts was, “Let’s invite people over so we can fill the place with love,
laughter, and memories.” And so we did. We are grateful for those of you who gifted us with
your presence 40 hours after receiving keys to this new place we will call home. And for
those who couldn’t make it last Sunday, we look forward to offering hospitality for many
years to come.
I’ve discovered that a big part of being church is offering hospitality and a sense of home for
those who journey the way with us. We offer it to one another, and we offer it to those who
find their way through our church doors. What I have come to realize is that home is not defined so much by a physical address, but more by the people in our lives, and a sense of familiar landscape.
Robert Frost said that “Home is the place where, when you go there, they have to take you
in.”
And remember the catch-phrase from “Cheers”? A place where, “Everybody knows your
name.”
Sometimes you want to go Where everybody knows your name,
And they're always glad you came; You want to be where you can see,
Our troubles are all the same; You want to be where everybody knows your name.
We all ache for a community that will take us in, with all our quirks – and still celebrate when
they see us coming! That vision of homecoming that underlies our deepest spiritual yearnings
is also what we are called on to offer one another: create a place where people feel a
sense of acceptance and belonging. There’s a song by the Wyrd Sisters, called “Leave a little Light”
When we’re homesick it’s not for places So much as the faces of the people that we know
And the road that we take is built on a landscape Of each of our loving souls
So when we lose a star dies, the earth cries At darker skies, our world is changed
And the road that we take is built on a landscape Of all that’s re-arranged, so...
Leave a little light in the window, I might be home Leave a little light by the back door, too.
When St. Augustine wrote, “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in thee, O God”, I
think he meant that our natural home is in God. That home in God also means finding home
within oneself. Homecoming is about returning to the source. The source of love, nurture,
acceptance, warmth. We come home to learn more about ourselves; to restore and reenergize the spirit; we come home to heal. Many churches can be a place many people call
home. I imagine many of you would say this church provides a sense of “home” for
you. It was built, not just for the people who came before us, and not just for us, but for
all the people who will come and experience a connection with the holy and the sacred.
Through God’s grace, you are the ones who have created this spiritual
home. We ask God to sustain it, to keep it vibrant & viable for this family of
faith now, and for those to come many years from now.

2016 has gotten off to a great start at United Church in University Place. All the regular activities have continued: committee and board meetings, choir practice, Sunday School, and
the musical jam sessions every third Friday night. I am not a part of most of these activities,
but it is nice to know they continue with the enthusiastic support of those who do attend.
We hosted the Family Housing Network families for two weeks in a row; something we have
never done before during my membership here. It worked smoothly because we managed
the first week with Mount Cross, and the Catholic Community Services called on volunteers to
run the second week. Because I agreed to unlock and lock the doors on a daily basis for
that second week, I met the high quality of volunteers that help out regularly. I also met the
members of the homeless families, and they were a terrific group this time. I heard from
many people that we are a great host church, and there were many people who were very
intrigued with our somewhat unique style of cordoning off rooms in our fellowship hall. I also
know I wasn't the only member who worked that second week. People appeared to help
with kitchen duties during the day, there may have been some extra laundry done, and possibly more than I know.
Our Interfaith Advocacy Day in Olympia was a success. Read about it in another article in
the newsletter. If you feel moved, act on something that makes a difference!
It is nice to have enough children to divide our Sunday School into two
groups. It might be nicer to have even more divisions; however, what is
good is having teachers. Please consider answering the call to teach.
I feel great support in my position as President because we have so many
committed and caring people. Thanks!
Respectfully submitted,
Robert Brown

United Church in University Place is pleased to offer a
preventive health event. Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings,
will host their affordable, non-invasive and painless health
screenings on 3/28/2016.
Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked
arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a
ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone
density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis.
Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening
from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced
above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitypartners.

Maundy Thursday
March 24th 6:30 p.m.
On the night before he was crucified, Jesus shared a final meal with his friends.
This meal was one of the festival meals for Passover celebrated by the Jewish
people. During this meal, which we celebrate as Holy Communion, Jesus gave
two commands, “mandatum”, from which Maundy Thursday is derived: "Love each other as I
have loved you" (John 15:12), and "Do this in remembrance of me." (Luke 22:19).
We will gather in the Sanctuary to remember significant moments of Jesus’ last days on earth.
We will join together for an abbreviated meal (simple Mediterranean foods - of pita bread,
hummus, olives, grapes, and cheese), with the institution of The Last Supper, and ritual foot or
hand washing. If you can help with bringing some of these food items, talk to Pastor Cathy

Easter Sunrise Service
April 5th 6:30 a.m. in the Curran Orchard
Join us in the Curran Orchard at the amphitheater for our annual Easter Sunrise Worship service. where we will bring forth our shouts of praise and Alleluias as we listen to the good
news We will gather around a sacred fire, and lift our voices together in praise and song that
Jesus is Risen!
If you are reading this and consider yourself a morning person, AND would love to help out
with either setting up chairs or building the morning Easter fire, please talk to Pastor Cathy.

Easter Celebration Worship
April 5th 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Every Easter morning, churches around the world welcome the beginning of worship with
shouts - Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed! Faithful Christians sing Charles Wesley’s hymn
“Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia” with organ, trumpet, fanfare, and jubilation. And the
congregation is carried by the music that raises our spirits high. So join us this Easter as we
greet the risen Christ among us. Bring a few new flower blooms to help decorate the cross.
(Pictured Below)

Greg Kammann
Welcome our newest member
To the UCUP family!
(Pictured Right)

Winnie with pussy
willow branches that
Janet brought.
Thanks to Janet Wicks
for bringing a bunch of pussy willow
branches.
The congregation loved them!

An Easy Way to Support UCUP
Submitted by Jennie McQuillan
There are a lot of things I really enjoy, like taking a walk through the forest at Point Defiance
on a (mostly) sunny day or spending time baking treats with my daughter, Addy. Shopping is
not one of those things – I’d much rather do almost anything than go shopping. But somehow, once a week, I find myself pushing a cart down the grocery story aisle. Still, I’m pretty
happy knowing that while I’m picking up Mac & Cheese, I’m also doing some good for our
church community. Did you know that you can support UCUP even while shopping? It’s really
easy and I’d be happy to help you sign up. On Sundays in March, Addy & I will be available
after the service with a laptop to help anyone who wants to sign up for one of the FREE services below.

If you shop at Fred Meyer:
Go to www.fredmeyer.com and click on rewards. If you already have a Fred Meyer rewards
card follow the directions to link your rewards card to United Church in University Place. Or
sign up for a rewards card and link it to UCUP.

If you shop with Amazon:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of what you by on Amazon by signing up for amazonsmile. Go
to smile.amazon.com to sign up, and designate United Church in University Place as your
charity of choice.

If you shop at Safeway, Bartell’s, Nordstrom, Macy’s, or a variety of other places:
On this www.escrip.com website you can sign up to donate to United Church in University
Place when you shop at Bartell Drugs, Safeway (when you don’t use a credit card), and
other online purchases like Macy’s, Nordstrom, Lands End and many other merchants.

Families Move On
For the first time in UCUP hosting history, we had the Family Housing Network families with us
for two weeks. The Network staff found people to cover all the jobs. When their families left,
they hugged and thanked us and said they had really enjoyed their stay with us. The way
we house the families, they are not in separate spaces, so maybe they get better acquainted. At any rate, despite being on the end of a bus route, they got here and back to
the Center.
Our usual set up and break down crew was on hand to see them off. Ardie Herbel overseeing things.
Robert Brown and Tom Milligan folding drapes and also doing other
chores. Joyce Demarest stowing the bedding; Fran Cash comes later to clear the food left
over. Pat Mail (and Mac) helping around the edges. But many hands make light work, and
all the beds were ready when the truck came. Laundry is available in bags to take home
and wash, returning clean linens to the Fellowship Hall. Cathi Cline was doing the daily laundry, and we are most grateful. As usual, lots of people helped and I don't have the whole list.
People spent the night, brought food, visited, opened and locked up during week 2, and
many other small tasks. Thanks to all who helped out. This is virtually an all-church effort (plus
Mt. Cross Lutheran) and our Coordinators, Ardie and Kathleen Kenna, are deeply grateful for
all the help.
Submitted by Pat Mail

Joys and Concerns
Submitted by Joyce Demarest
Even with the extra day this year, February is the shortest month of the year and at United
Church one of the busiest. Because our guest from Family Housing Network stayed in the Fellowship Hall for a 2nd week, our Mardi Gras celebration was moved to the Youth Wing – over
50 of us crowed in! Sorry if you missed it, there was singing, readings, Alleluia banners to color
(when you see them, please notice how nicely Emma Berry colored within the lines), lots of
good food and a lot of visiting. Pastor Cathy and a few others ventured out into the cold to
burn last year’s palms. ‘THANK YOU’ to the readers, Pastor Cathy and Don Thompson for their
guitar playing, everyone that brought food AND to Robert Brown, Jim Cash and Pastor Cathy
for doing the clean up.
About 20 joined Pastor Cathy, Jeff Anderson and the choir for our Ash Wednesday
service. You could choose to have the sign of the cross put on your forehead or
wrist, USING the ashes from last year’s Palm Sunday’s palms.
This year’s Soup Suppers and Lenten Study got off to a good start on the 17 th of February. This
being a presidential election year the study is very timely:
Seeing Gray: Where Faith & Polities Meet
by Rev. Adam Hamilton, pastor of Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.
We showed a video and then have a discussion. There’s still time to join us for our discussions.
All birthdays are important, but two of our members had note worthy ones in February. On
the 18th Helen Engle, one of our newer members had her 90th. One way she celebrated, was
a weekend trip to the ocean with her family. We will be celebrating it during Fellowship Time
on March 6th…..for the 23rd time Win Bjarke was able to celebrate her birthday on the real
date of her birth, February 29th. We helped her celebrate at Fellowship Time on February 28th.
Most of United Church’s members and friends, and a few others, made it to Angie Wolle’s
and Pastor Cathy’s open house. A number of suggestions have been made of meetings and
parties we could have there. I’m not sure how we could work it so everyone gets to sit where
they can take in the view. Have to work on that. Nancy Moffett, who spent a year teaching
English at a university in China some years ago, brought a house warming gift of a new
broom, a Chinese symbol of good luck. Congratulations to the new homeowners!
Please keep our sick and shut-in’s in your prayers, including Michael Marcoe, hospitalized with pneumonia. Michael asks prayers for his brother George who has cancer and recently was put in hospice care and for Connie Walters, his sister, who has
also been diagnosed with cancer…Emily Harley, having cataract surgery on March
2nd…and Win Bjarke who hurt a knee when she took a fall………..Pray for the guests
we had from Family Housing Network, there were 5 family units, with a total of 8 children. Give prayers of thanks for Ardie Herbel and Kathleen Kenna, for co-coordinating this
program at United Church and all that helped with this out reach.
What does the Lord require of me, to seek justice, love mercy…What does the Lord require of
me, to seek justice, love mercy…What does the Lord require of me, to see justice, love
mercy…

Mardi Gras Celebration Gratitude
When we were asked by Joy at Family Housing Network if the families could stay a second
week in our building, we offered hospitality of course. With the liturgical year creeping closer
to the season of Lent, it meant that we would have to hold our second annual Mardi Gras /
Shrove Tuesday celebration in another location because the Fellowship Hall would be occupied. Several folks mentioned the youth wing. With the help of the Mcquillan’s, Don Thompson, Jim Cash, & the Zen group, we transformed the youth wing into a New Orleans themed
Mardi Gras Celebration thanks to Pamela Maddess’ fantastic decorations & beads. We
thought setting up for 40 folks would provide plenty of seats given it was also Super Bowl Sunday. Somehow 60 people crowded into the youth room for the celebration to eat, laugh,
make masks and Alleluia banners, and burn the palms from last year to make the ashes for
our Ash Wednesday service. We didn’t eat the usual pancakes, but there was plenty of
food, thanks to some fabulous UCUP folks. And many thanks to Robert Brown, Jim Cash, Ellen
Davis, & Joyce Demarest who stayed till the end to get it all cleaned up.

………………………………………………
We are looking for someone to help set-up communion on the first Sunday of the
month. If you can help, please contact me at rojomojo@msn.com
or call me at 253-221-1303. Thank you, Kris Schrantz

On February 4, Neil & Norma Rader, Cathi Cline, Cathy Law, Judy Thierry, Leslie Ann Knight, &
Robert Brown carpooled to Olympia to take part in Interfaith Advocacy Day. We listened to
pronouncements from three faith leaders, an elected representative (Luis Moscoso) who has
been an advocate and prime sponsor of several bills. We then met in our caucus groups
and attended workshops concerning our 5 main topics: wealth inequality, mental health,
ending the culture of violence, housing and homelessness, and the environment. Those of us
in District 28, met in quick succession with Christine Kilduff, Dick Muri's administrative assistant,
and Steven O'Ban.
We were able to speak intelligently about our goals for our state's laws and speak with a concerned and compassionate voice on these topics. The meetings were very cordial, and actually focused on areas of agreement more than those of disagreement.
For those who wish to take action on issues highlighted by Faith Action Network, there will be
copies of all the bills that FAN supports out in the narthex. Remember that HB stands for
house bill, SB for senate bill. Within the parentheses are the names of the bill's prime sponsor:
Some of the bills are in places in the legislature I cannot describe. Some have passed out of
committee and are being discussed, some have already died. Please, if you have interest,
write your legislators about your concerns to let them know. Remind them that your letter is
(if this is true) written because of your religious, Christian, or charitable concerns.
The day's experience was enriching, possibly even more so for those who have attended before, but I say this only because I felt I gained so much from it. I am encouraged to keep on
working for good.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert Brown

11
14
16
27
29
31

March 2016
Roger Martin
Jimmy Bodie – 8yrs
Allison Milligan
Cristy Haner
Cecelia Schilling – 19yrs
Amanda Hoover

Thank You So Much
Family Housing Network Volunteers
Without your faithful service, we could not accomplish this most important mission of our church. Many
families have a warm, safe place to sleep with a delicious meal at night, a breakfast in the morning and a
healthy snack to take with them in the morning as
they leave. Some of you keep them company during
the evening and spend the night. Some help us set
up the spaces, make the beds, do the laundry, keep
the kitchen orderly. The impact you have on their
lives is incalculable.
We have another big request and that is for a replacement for Ardie Herbel as
Coordinator starting this Fall. You would be working
with Kathleen Kenna. So if you would like a very rewarding part in our church life, let either Ardie or
Kathleen know.
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Weekly

Monthly

Sundays
10am Worship Service
With Rev. Cathlynn Law

1st Sunday of the month
Communion during worship

10:15am Elementary Sunday
School (4yrs to 11yrs)
10:15am Youth Sunday School
( 12yrs & Up)
Wednesdays
Noon-2pm Brown Baggers
Luncheon & Bible Study Group
6-7:30pm Blue Heron Zen
Meditation Community Group
In the Youth Wing
Thursdays
7:30pm Choir Practice
(Sept—May)

1st Tuesday of the month
1pm Alzheimer's Support Group
3rd Friday of the month
6:30pm P,B & Jam Night
Bring your instruments!
4th Sunday of the month
11:45am 4th Sunday Forum
———————————————————————————-

We are United with God,
United to Love,
and United to Serve Others

