United in Love

UNITED CHURCH
IN UNIVERSITY PLACE
NEWSLETTER
APRIL 1, 2015

United to Serve

A UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH &
AN

LGBTQIA WELCOMING CONGREGATION

Maundy Thursday, April 2nd 6:30 p.m.
On the night before his death Jesus had a final meal with his friends. This meal was one of the
festival meals for Passover celebrated by the Jewish people. During this meal, which we
celebrate as Holy Communion, Jesus gave two commands, “mandatum”, from which
Maundy Thursday is derived: "Love each other as I have loved you" (John 15:12), and "Do this
in remembrance of me." (Luke 22:19).
We will gather in the Sanctuary to remember significant moments of Jesus’ earthly life
through scripture. We will join together for an abbreviated meal (bread Mediterranean appetizers - of pita bread, hummus, olives, and cheese), the institution of The Last Supper, and
ritual foot or hand washing.

Easter Sunrise Service, April 5th 6:30 a.m. in the Curran Orchard
Join us in the Curran Orchard at the amphitheater for our traditional Easter
Sunrise Worship service, where we will bring forth our shouts of praise and
Alleluias as we listen to the good news of Jesus is Risen!
We will gather around a sacred fire, and lift our voices together in praise and song. After the
service, head back to the church fellowship hall for hospitality. If you are reading this and
consider yourself a morning person, AND would love to help out with either set-up or stoking
the fire, talk to Pastor Cathy.

Easter Celebration Worship, April 5th 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Every Easter morning, churches around the world welcome the beginning of worship with
shouts - Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed! Faithful Christians sing Charles Wesley’s hymn
“Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia” with organ, with trumpet, with fanfare, with jubilation. And the congregation is carried by the music that raises our spirits
high. So join us this Easter as we greet the risen Christ among us.

Cathy’s Reflection
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here! ~2 Corinthians 5:17
We delight in the beauty of the butterfly, but rarely admit the
changes it has gone through to achieve that beauty. ~ Maya Angelou
As we move through Holy Week and approach Easter, it’s
good to reflect on how God has been at work in our lives resurrecting our spirits, and transforming our hearts and
lives. The cartoon is rather silly in one aspect, yet there remains a deep truth about it. When Jesus was resurrected
from the grave, his closest friends and followers didn’t recognize him immediately. In fact, some were afraid, and some
doubted.
The risen and transformed Christ reveals to us the possibility of
resurrection and transformation in our own lives, and this
transformation happens over time. The illustration of the butterfly has been used to symbolize the transformation journey
frequently. A caterpillar will shed its skin many times over as it
grows, and eventually enters the transformation process by entering into a chrysalis where
life becomes dark and messy. It is out of this darkness and chaos that the new creature
emerges, and it is not without struggle. In fact, the struggle is necessary for the butterfly to
build a strong frame.
What I believe about resurrection faith is that God is always at work in our hearts - calling us
into deeper loving relationship, as we open our hearts to the mystery of God’s grace. This
relationship and the transformation of our hearts happen over time.
How is God at work in your life? See you in worship as we move from Palm Sunday to
Maundy Thursday to the resurrection of Easter.

Calling for magazines ready to be recycled
After Easter, I will be attending a class to become a SoulCollage® facilitator. SoulCollage is
a creative and spiritually satisfying collage process. It is an intentional process of collaging
as a way of expressing yourself, and accessing a deeper understanding of your life, your relationship with the divine, discerning your passions, and more.
As I prepare for this workshop and after, I would appreciate any colorful magazines you
might be ready to recycle - especially National Geographic, travel magazines or animal
magazines. Thank you for your help.
Pastor Cathy

Prez Perspectives
Having been gone a month and a little more, it was wonderful to come
home to UCUP. I do not use the word "home" lightly because home is indeed
where the heart is. And UCUP is the heart of my church family. Each member of this family brings a warmth, richness, enthusiasm, and concern for their
fellow members and friends. Together we pray, support and care for one
another. And this warmth and openness is why we had eight people attending the Members Inquiry Luncheon on Sunday March 22. People wanting to join our church
family speaks well for each of you in the pews who made these individuals feel welcome
and wanted. And it makes me proud of all of you.
We are in discussions about whether or not we can get enough people to keep an eye on
our church parking lot the week of he U.S. Open Tournament to ask for donations from people who may want to park there and walk to Chambers Bay. In June, we'll ask for a few volunteers to help us staff the children's entertainment at Tacoma Pride. My Sister's Pantry will be
inviting us back to help host again some Saturday. Read your church bulletin inserts on Sunday for upcoming events and join us as we serve in our community.
Keep those who have suffered recent losses in your prayers, as well as those healing from illness or injury, and those experiencing change in their lives. Your compassion is indeed food
for the journey. Blessings.

Thank You!
UCUP has been blessed with an incredible gift from Clint & Ruth
Cannon in the form of an annual grant from the Greater Tacoma
Community Foundation's Cannon Family Fund.
Many of you did not know Clint Cannon, a staunch United Church
of Christ member, Hunger Walk supporter, historical re-enactor and
lover of trains. Clint was active in UCUP for many years and we miss his conscience and presence among us. Ruth Cannon helped to establish this fund and the United Church will benefit in countless ways from their generosity and love.
Thank you Ruth, and thanks to the Greater Tacoma Community Foundation for their help in
making this generous gift possible.
Your Church Board

Gratitude for Lenten Study Hospitality
Submitted by Pastor Cathy
Each week during Lent, 18-30 people gathered downstairs to enjoy fellowship while eating a
potpourri of yummy soup each week, watching a video series entitled Living the Questions,
and delving deeper into our spiritual lives through small and large group discussion.
Many thanks to Ellen Davis for organizing our meals, and inviting people to sign up to bring
soup; to Joyce Demarest & Kathy Munn for set-up and clean-up; to my technology crew Don Morgan, Don Thompson, Laura Giddings & Ellen Davis; and to ALL the soup makers Ellen Davis, Laura Giddings, Jim & Gail Simpson, Leslie Merta, Joyce Demarest, Kris Schrantz &
Rosemary Jones, Marilyn Thompson, Pat & Bob Rudolf and Sharon Britcher.

ommunications Cluster
Submitted by Jane Brazell
After Easter the Communications Cluster will begin the project of updating our current
church directory. Joe Becker will be making sure that he has a current picture of everyone,
and Jane Brazell will be making sure that addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses
are up to date. Look for their table in the Narthex after Easter.

Reconciling Ministries Network
Are you interested in becoming active in the Pacific Northwest Reconciling Ministries Network? The PNWRMN is currently going through a reorganization and is seeking people to be
a part of this exciting time. If you are interested, please contact Jane Brazell,
m.jane.brazell@gmail.com. There is much good work to be done to make church a place
that is safe and welcoming for all.

4th Sunday Forums
Submitted by Deb Howard-4th Sunday Forum organizer
Our 4th Sunday forums provide important information, thought provoking topics, stimulating
discussions, useful advice and/or feel good sharing. This combination makes our forums a
unique and special part of UCUP.
I personally desire it continue, and I need your help. If you know of a topic or want to share
an event or happen to know someone who needs a test audience before public speaking
events (subject must for informative and relevant), please share with us by signing up for a
4th Sunday Forum.
If we could generate six to eight forums per year that would be awesome. Let me know if
you need audio-visual or other support.

———————————————————————————————

Joys and Concerns
Submitted by Sharon Britcher
Joy comes in so many ways.
One joy on a recent Sunday morning was hearing the beautiful Kyrie
(Lord Have Mercy) shared by our choir and Jeff Andersen our Music Director. Girl Scout Cookies are always a joy around the fellowship table,
highlighted by Lahra Beesley's dolls in their Girl Scout uniforms and our own scout, Lucy
Cadle.
We share our love and concern with many of our church family who have lost loved ones
and friends. We think of those who have struggled with respiratory problems and other illnesses. We hold all our families in our hearts, and think especially of those who are facing
separations.
We've shared joys and prayers during Lent at our Wednesday night suppers with videos, discussion and good soup. Blessings to all our church family this Easter Season.

New Members in Our Midst
We welcome seven new members who chose to claim their place of belonging at UCUP in
worship this past Sunday. In the past months of being with us these folks have enlivened our
worship, stepped up to be liturgist, helped out with various mission activities, joined our
Lenten study, and so much more. Just wait until they have been with us even a few more
months!
We give thanks to God for sending these beloved ones that have already blessed our community of faith. Together may we live in the Spirit, building one another up in love, sharing
regularly in worship, and working together in serving the needs of others.
Welcome Yvonne Begeman, Cathy Dimmerman, Betty Garrison, Roger King, Gail Simpson,
and Hank & Judy Thierry. Take a moment to read their bios and welcome them in Christian
love.
Pictured with our new members are their sponsors: Jane Brazell, Ellen Davis, Joyce Demarest,
Pat Mail, Don & Marilyn Thompson

New Member Bio’s
Yvonne Begeman
I was born and raised in a North Dakota farming community. Brought up in a very strict Methodist
church where the clergy were traveling Evangelists and summer Bible School taught by Missionaries
from elsewhere. I chose to be Baptized at 16 and joined a Methodist Church as a young adult, transferring membership with moves.
We moved to Tacoma from Alaska when my first husband was diagnosed with lung cancer. I lived in
the north end for 33 years where I raised my 7 children mostly as a single working parent, while attending college at night. I sometimes managed to teach Sunday School and helped in community activities (mostly child related) throughout my life. My husband, of 30 years, and I moved to Montana
when we retired, to enjoy camping, outside activities and family there. However, I became bored after
6 months and found part time jobs like teacher subbing and serving on various boards to fill my time.
My husband passed away in 2014 and I chose to move back to Washington to be near family and old
friends here. After being on a waiting list for some time, I took the first available cottage in a Retirement community which was University Place. Not being too familiar with the area, I looked for a
church nearby. I visited United Church and found it friendly and seemed to reinforce some of my core
beliefs. It seems very comfortable for me so I've decided to make it my home church.

Roger King
Was born in Tacoma. He was in the first graduating class of Mt. Tahoma High School in 1962. He
later attended Centralia Junior College and graduated with a BS in Forest Management from Washington State University in 1966. Following college, Roger volunteered for the Peace Corps & served
2 years in Chile.
Returning from the Peace Corps, Roger enlisted in the Army where he served as an infantryman in
Vietnam.
In 1970 he began his career with the USDA Forest Service. At his first station he met and later married his wife Carole. After 23 years of marriage, Carole died in 1995 from breast cancer. Roger
worked at a variety of stations and assignment and retired from, the Forest Service in 1997 as District
Ranger at the Paisley Ranger District in Paisley, Oregon.
In 1983 Roger was loaned from the Forest Service to the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID)where he served for two years as Forestry Advisor to the government of Somalia, East Africa.
After retirement from the Forest Service in 1997, he moved to Lincoln City, Oregon. In retirement he
has served as facilitator for the Oregon Lions Sight and Hearing Foundations Mobile Health Screening Unit, taught ESL through the Central Oregon Community College and worked in hotel security and
a Lincoln City resort.
Roger was a member of the Metaline (Washington) Congregational UCC, the Paisley (Oregon) United
Methodist Church and the Lincoln City Congregation UCC.

New Member Bio’s (Cont)
Cathy Dimmerman
Along with her daughter Danielle, has been attending UCUP since February 2014. Cathy has lived in
the Tacoma area since 1989.
She is an occupational therapist at Western State Hospital. She lives in Lakewood with her husband
and two children.

Gail Simpson
I have been a Washingtonian all of my life, although we lived a year in Boston and 3 years in Southern California while Jim attended seminary. In my 35 years of marriage I have lived in 15 different
apartments or parsonages. We now live in Lakewood and are enjoying owning our own home. I
have a degree in Occupational therapy which was my job for 21 years. Then I began teaching Special Education preschool and have done that for the past 15 years.
My family is very close and I enjoy spending time with my brother, sister, and their families, our 3 children, their spouses and our 4 grandchildren. If I am not playing with grandkids, I enjoy camping, knitting, and making birthday cakes. I have played in a bell choir and also enjoy planning and participating in worship.

Hank Thierry
Born and raised Catholic in Detroit, family of 12. Vietnam Veteran. Learned how the USA operates in
the world by being a tool of our foreign policy. Meeting and marrying Judy, my wife, is the highlight of
my life. Lovingly and firmly raised our 3 children.
Have been members of both UCC and Methodist churches. They are almost as nutty as the Catholics.
My passion is to live a life of service and contribution based on compassion and to operate based on
facts not faith. I have done lots of community advocacy over the years as well as ESL teaching.
The advocacy that our new church is involved in is an important characteristic that attracted me to UC
in UP.

Judy Thierry
Born and raised in Kalamazoo, Michigan my brother and I were accustomed to large extended families. I am rediscovering my German and Dutch ancestry now that I have time post retirement from
federal service as a pediatrician. So family and community are deepening in amazing ways. When I
married Hank in 1984 the Thierry's became my new extended family. What a gift!
We transfer our membership at Epworth United Methodist Church in Gaithersburg, Maryland to
United Church happily to our next extended family. Our move as you can guess was due in large part
to bring us closer to our children Katie, Ben and David.
Exercise, travel, gardening, reading, cooking and meditation are a few of my interests. I am a member
of the Peace and Justice Committee here at UC in UP.

A Look Ahead
April 2nd 6:30 p.m.—Maundy Thursday
We will gather in the Sanctuary to remember significant moments of Jesus’ earthly life
through scripture. We will join together for an abbreviated meal (bread Mediterranean appetizers - of pita bread, hummus, olives, and cheese), the institution of The Last Supper, and
ritual foot or hand washing.

April 5th at 6:30am—Easter Sunrise Service in the Curran Orchard
Join us in the Curran Orchard at the amphitheater for our traditional Easter Sunrise Worship
Service where we will bring forth our shouts of praise and Alleluias as we listen to the good
news of Jesus is Risen!

April 5th at 10a.m. in the Sanctuary—Easter Celebration Worship Service
Every Easter morning, churches around the world welcome the beginning of worship with
shouts - Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed! So join us this Easter as we greet the risen Christ
among us.

April 18th at 2pm—Service & Reception for Gunneld Willits
April 24th—April 26th—UCC Annual Conference
Attendees will be Pastor Cathy & Neil & Norma Rader

May 7th from 6pm-7:30pm—My Sister’s Panty
Join us for the My Sister’s Pantry Fund Raising Dinner. More information to follow.
—————————————————————————————————————————————

Welcome to AmazonSmile

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service
with the added benefit of supporting local charities.
To support UCUP, just use the link to start shopping!smile.amazon.com
Type United Church in University Place into the Search Box and select Search.
This will add us as your donation recipient.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to
United Church in University Place whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.
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Monthly

Sundays
10am Worship Service
With Pastor Cathy
10:15am Children’s Sunday
School (4yrs & up)

1st Sunday of the month
Communion during worship

Wednesdays
Noon-2pm Brown Baggers
Luncheon & Bible Study Group
(Sept—May)
6-7:30pm Blue Heron Zen
Meditation Community
Gathering

2:30pm Worship Service at
Rainier Rehabilitation in Puyallup
1st Tuesday of the month
1pm Alzheimer's Support Grp.
3rd Friday of the month
6:30pm PB & Jam
Bring your instruments!
4th Sunday of the month
11:45am 4th Sunday Forum
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7:15pm Choir Practice
(Sept—May)
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