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JARS (of change) for Jamaa Letu

Our congregation at UCUP sent in $280 to
the PNW United Methodist Conference to
help support the kids at Jamaa Letu or-
phanages in Congo. Thanks to Joyce and
Lynne who counted up ALL those pennies,
nickels, dimes, and quarters!!  And thanks to
all of you who brought
your jars back full of
change!

Prime Real Estate For Sale Near Quiet,
Distinguished Neighbors

Create your own family estate or purchase
this desirable property as a future invest-
ment. Three expansive, tree -shaded lots of 3
and % feet by 7 feet 0 believe us, this is all
the room you will need 8 that are selling for
$1, 155 each (a 30% discount off the current
rate). This valuable New Tacoma Ceme-
tery real estate comes to us as a generous
donation from the Harry Hess family.

The lots are located in the historic area that
used to be called the Masonic Garden. The

lots can be used for burial or cremation
sites, with each lot offering the possibility of
both options.

UCUP will benefit from the sale of these lots,
which are tax -free as New Tacoma Ceme-
tery is a not-for-profit organization. = Pamela
Maddess will be happy to answer your
guestions about further details, and
can bereached at 253-564-1311.

Location, location, location! ’
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4-#& UCUP SUPPORTS US OPE
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Six brave and hardy souls from United Church
volunteered for the US Open to earn money
for our church.  Their duties varied, but all
wore the red shirts and yellow caps that read
"Andy Frain Services: Security". This organiza-
tion provides security to many large sporting
events, and agreed to pay teams who
worked a minimum of three 8 -hour shifts $10
an hour, paid to their not -for-profit organiza-
tion. The morning shift went from 5AM to 1
PM, while the afternoon shift was 1PM to
9PM. The 5AM shift was to be at their duty
station by 5:00 AM, which meant getting up
around 3:30AM, drive to Ft. Steilacoom to
catch a shuttle bus, checking in and getting
transported to their stations. It made for long
days. But those hardy folk made $1625.00 for
the church coffers. Many thanks to Rev.
Cathy, our fearless group leader, Robert
Brown, Peter Burhop, Pat Mail, Nancy Moffett
and Angie Wolle.  Well done true and faithful
people and heartfelt thanks from your church
family.

Tt

Also thanks to Don Thompson who installed a
locked contribution box on our parking area
light pole. If people asked Lynne if they
could park inour lot, she
indicated there was a
donation box if they chose
to contribute. We received
$35.00 to add to our US
Open experience. And
thanks to Lynne, who
thoughtfully let the State
Patrol "guarding"” our parking
lot use our restrooms.
Christian love goes a long way, always.



tel:253.%20564.%201311

Pastor Cathyods

My fitbit pedometer records 450,000 steps taken in the month of s
June. That s an average of Myaverdg® manthlyecpuntisp e
between 300,000 - 330,000, around 10,500 steps per day. | think this past June | &
was the busiest June | can remember - and hot. | spent a week in Washington
D.C. and surrounding areas soaking in the history of our country; a week hang-
ing out at the US Open with Robert Brown, Peter Burhop, Pat Mail, Nancy Moffett, and Angie
Wolle; and a week at the UMC Annual Conference in Pasco with Jane Brazell, Jim & Nancy
Davis, Pat Mail, and Angie Wolle.

|l tds been a month full of celebration in t
month of deep grief and lament. I will offer in this newsletter a few snippets from my sermons
the past month that capture what has occurred in the life of our church and in our nation.

On July 14th, we experienced Prevenient Grace - God's YES to us through the baptism
of Robert & Kathi Hi yane Brownds gr anAddtleen we@k-i
perienced Justifying Grace - our YES to God through the baptism of Danielle Dimmerman,
one of our mature teenagers.

On June 21st, we held a service of lament for our brothers and sisters of Emmanuel
AME in Charleston who were killed from a place of racist hate, and we confessed those
places where we are complicit. Jane Brazell and | attended the vigil held at Allen AME in Ta-
coma, the next night following the senseless shootings. It was a service of praising the nature
of God whose nameislove. A few of the quotes included: o0
God wondt gi ve Tragpdy does the ceverse of the intent of the perpetrator. You
candt stay on ywowot hi slgabeécatusdoyou ar @hepeavicd also
included o0sugar timed or what i's known i n ourAtanbd
point in the service, one of the pastors read the name of each victim and pointed to a per-
son in the congregation to stand up as the rest of the names were read. It is poignant and
heartbreaking to know what a loss just one person in a congregation is, let alone nine, and in
such a violent hateful way. We continue to hold the people of Charleston in our prayers, es-
pecially in light of hearing that seven other black churches have burned to the ground since
the shooting in Charleston. Most of the fires are being attributed to arson.

On June 28th, we celebrated the Sanctifying Grace of God, where God is helping us
move on to perfection in love. We are not yet what we shall be & we are constantly becom-
ing and growing in our knowledge of God and commitment to serve God. This love changes
the way we live our lives. Sancti fying Grace asks of us, 0 A
worl d?60

Following the devastating news of racial violence in the historic church of Emmanuel
AME in Charleston, SC, we have experienced a week of hope, a week of Sanctifying Grace,

a week of moving on to perfection in Godos gr 4

We have experienced Sanctifying Grace in the Supreme Court's decision to uphold
the Affordable Care Act. On Thursday, June 25, 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 6 063 that
federal subsidies for health insurance premiums could be used in the 34 states which did not
set up their own insurance exchanges. This will protect access to healthcare for people who
need it.

Just 24 hours later we experienced Sanctifying Grace in the Supreme Court's decision
on Friday morning that marriage is a legal right for same gender people. The Supreme Court
made same -sex marriage just marriage in all fifty states. LOVE WINS! On that same day at
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Pastor Cathyds R«
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Conference, one of my colleagues and on of your former pastors

Rev. Dr. Joanne Brown stood on the dais as her spouse Christie Brown
retired, and the Bishop namedTHAGwasn e
a firstin our Conference.

We experienced Sanctifying Grace in the tipping point to finally take
the Confederate Flag down in various places across the South. South
Carolina Governor Nikki Haley called for the removal of the Confederate flag from the State
House grounds. The governor of Alabama also ordered the flag to be removed from the
state capital. Retailers of items bearing the Confederate flag image are removing it from dis-
play and sale. June 27th, activist Bree Newsome climbed the 30 foot flagpole to expedite
it 0s deShewas promptly arrested when she reached the ground and the flag was
raised again, but Bree Newsome remains my hero.

We have experienced Sanctifying Grace in the Episcopal Church electing its first Afri-
can -American presiding bishop, choosing Bishop Michael Curry of N.C., and N
in Misty Copeland becoming the first African American principal dancer with
American Ballet Theatre.

We have experienced Sanctifying Grace as our church released the
life of one of our saints -born on All Saints Day in 1918 - Nels Bjarke back to the
heart of God on Saturday, June 27th.

We have experienced Sanctifying Grace in President Obama's eulogy
for Rev. Clementa Pinckney, who preached on the true meaning of grace.

|l f you havenoét | istened to President Obamads

There is still so much work to be done in income equality and racial justice and so
many other places, but today, I celebrate that
tifying Grace!!

Imagine No Malaria

The Bug Off 5K at PNW Annual Conference raised $25,852 for Imagine No Malaria this past
week. Add that to $3,730 from the silent auction and $3,640 from an offering at Conference,

plus other donations, the UMC raised $33,197 in one week at Conference. Epworth -LeSourd
UMC in Tacoma gave the biggest donation this year ($16,000) as part of their legacy when

they closed their church this year.

Vote from the United Church of Christ at General Synod in Cleveland

The United Church of Christ Palestine -Israel Network (UCC PIN) announced during the ple-
nary of the 30th General Synod on June 30th, passed Resolution #4, calling for

boycotts and divestment from companies that profit from Israel's occupation

of Palestinian lands.

Tacoma Pride in July

Most major cities now celebrate PRIDE. = Tacoma's PRIDE eventis July 11, 2015, | é
from 10:00am -6:00pm on Broadway between 9th and 11th Streets. Come be

e u |

entertained, eat, learn, and laugh. UCUP is joining First Church at their booth. Gay Pride
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What an amazingly busy month, filled with many activities, service, acts of faith,
and fund raising for United Church. We had two baptisms, a celebration of Nels Bjarke's
amazing life, the US Open at Chambers Bay, the UMC Annual Conference in sweltering
Pasco, and much else.  Toward the end of June, we had cause for deep grief and enthusias-
tic celebration within a week. Hatred caused another act of senseless violence against
church people coming together in Bible study in South Carolina, and we mourn the loss of
nine of God's children needlessly. But that act of terrorism caused many people to rethink
the symbol of the Confederacy, the battle flag of the Confederate Army which fought to re-
tain the right to enslave human beings. It does not reflect history today as much as it does
racial hatred, and a rallying point for skin -heads and the KKK. Also hold in prayer those five
southern congregations who have had their churches burned in the last week.

There was also cause for celebration when the Supreme Court upheld the Affordable Care

Act (AKA Obamacare), allowing their government to supplement insurance in states which

refused to set up exchanges for people to register for medical care. And the Court riled
feathers and cheered millions when they stated that all 50 states must recognize gay mar-

riages performed in states that allow it, thus making marriage legal across the US. Don't be
fooled by those who say this is a Biblical issue and should not be in the courts. Marriage is
also a serious civil issue which allows transfer of property between spouses at death, access

to loved ones in hospitals, and a myriad of other laws devolving from the married condi-

tion. You bet it is a legal issue. Thank God for his guidance of those Justices who supported

equality. Now itds your turn to support e g u a |As Bishop
Talbert observed, follow Biblical Obedience and not the policy of misunderstanding and
hateful, fearful people who espouse Christianity but do not practice it. For United Church,

ALL MEANS ALL, and we are a stronger, more faithful congregation because you understood
this.

Hold in your prayers this coming month the families of those killed in Charleston and those in
our own church family who have lost loved ones. Join the strength of your prayers with the
love of God to hold up those grieving such loss.

c Ongregational care Cluster

Worship Participants X
There is a sign up sheet located on the round table in the narthex where you may volunteer

to bring altar fl owers or after worship o0goodi

reader. Please help by signing up for one of the many volunteer opportunities. Your help is
appreciated.

? Eace and justice Cluster

Submitted by Linda Vanderbilt

Our benevolence offering this month was sent to Oasis Center for LGBTQ youth in honor of
Tanya Sorenson's years of work as their chaplain. Thank you Tanya, for being a light bearer in
SO0 many ways!

A nd




Reening group

Thank You to All Our Volunteer Weeders!
If you notice that our yard looks more trim and tidy, you can thank
the Greening Group for the June 29th Weeding Party Volunteers!
Joining us was Esther Monari and her boys who labored mightily de-
spite the heat. When you see them filling up a pew at church, thank
them for their work on our behalf. Also a big thank you to Sharon Britcher, Pastor Cathy,
Robert Brown, Neil Rader, Roger Martin and Peter Burhop. Plus Janet Wicks stopped by and
said she and her husband would help remove the piles of yard waste.
Now that's family team work!

WOWwW
What A Huge
Difference!

aith and spiritual growth Cluster
Submitted by Ellen Davis

Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday School started Sunday, June 14 . Using | ast yearso
TEER TEACHER sign up sheet in the church entry for volunteers to select ONE SUMMER SUNDAY
to teach a multiage group ages 4 -13 years (there is still nursery school t00).

There is a drawer | abeled O0Summer Sundaysdé i
lessons to choose from. Volunteers can sign up on the sheet and write down the title of the
lesson you have selected.

If you read over the lesson and want to do an activity or craft, contact Lynne in the office,
Ellen Davis or Rosemary Jones, to help you find supplies! The FSG or SPR will contact you to
complete our Safe Sanctuary paperwork.

I
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M Iscellaneous
Quilts

The United Methodist Women of the Pacific Northwest Conference have been stitching love
and prayers into quilts for the Annual Conference since 1989 when some 500 quilts graced
the walls of the University of Puget Sound meeting room with brilliant color and design. The
quilts are distributed to children in need, primarily Native American and Hispanic minis-
tries. They also go to women's shelters and other places of care with children. Twenty -two
years later the quilts continue to arrive and be distributed throughout the region. Tacoma
Community House, Atlantic Street Center and Mary's Place also get quilts. At the 2015 An-
nual Conference, quilts will be delivered to Project Warm Up and New Generation
Church. Each District President will also be taking quilts home for distribution in their Dis-
trict. Most important of all, although UCUP no longer has a formal United Methodist Women's
group, our own faithful Joyce Demarest sent a quilt from UCUP every year to confer-
ence. This year's quilt featured a football theme. Thank you, Joyce for your faithful years of
service and participation in this ministry.

Submitted by Pat Mail

Small Groups (Covenant Groups) Starting in the Fall

Research and personal experience have shown that one of the best ways to go deeper in
your faith and become connected to a faith community is to be part of an on -going small
group or covenant group. We will have 2 -3 groups starting this fall, along with our on  -going
Brown Bagger group on Wednesdays. If you are interested in hosting one of these groups in
your home, or co -facilitating a group, please let Pastor Cathy know. A sign-up sheet will ap-
pear soon in the entry way to sign up to join one of these groups. Our goal is to move from
knowing people from face -to-face and name -to name, to truly journeying with people on a
heart -to -heart basis.

Submitted by Pastor Cathy

Sunday Morning Hymn Sing and Hopefully Ice  -Cream Social

Wedre planning on singing YOURul2§8, dwimgiworghip.hy mn s
We will hear some of the history of our hymnody of singing our faith, and hear a few personal
experiences of why some hymns are so meaningful to folks. Please participate by choosing
your five favorite hymns by emailing Pastor Cathy at pastor@ucup.org  or getting your list to
the church office.  You can choose from The New Century Hymnal, United Methodist Hymnal
or The Faith We Sing. ANDé . i f y ou h-aream maker and are willing to make a
batch of ice -cream to eat after the service, let us know.

Submitted by Pastor Cathy

Pictures from
the Choir Hosted
Strawberry Festival
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aith and spiritual growth Cluster
Submitted by Ellen Davis

Oh, the Places You'll Go!

Congratulations!

Today is your day.

You're off to Great Places!
You're off and away!

We are so proud of oour & g¥ waacknowtedged thdee, nmithatlye J

wonder ful book by Anne Lamott, oSmall Victori e

1 Kyli Gillard, a college graduate with a BS in Interior Design from
High Point University in High Point NC, plans to pursue a career in
commercial or hospitality design.

1 Cecelia Schilling, a high school graduate from Charles Wright Aca -
demy, plans to study education at Gaucher College in Baltimore, MD.
She received one of the most prestigious awards that is given to
graduating seniors from CWA for her volunteerism, community
service, and altruism. We hope she will continue to pursue her
artistic talents as we have thoroughly enjoyed her Art Show in the Orchard Room this
past month.

1 Brooke Taylor, a high school graduate from Curtis High School, plans to attend a local
college in the fall.

BUT WAIT, there is more! Many grandchildren of UCUP members also graduated this year and
their grandparents couldn6ét be more proud!

T Clint and Rut h &augheg Maclenzig Canmod, graduated from
American University, in Washington DC with a degree in 7]
Economics. She already has three offers in the DC area!

T Ardi e Her b edauylster grgduaded avith a BA in Speech
Language Pathology from Kalamazoo College in Kalamazoo,

Michigan and has been accepted to Western Michigan University to
pursue her doctorate in SLP.

T Kathryn and Al | e-daugkitarnKatbrg Lynm Myers|

graduated with a BS from the Honors College at W.S.U. in Pullman,

WA. She will pursue a doctorate in Physical Therapy at the Univ. of

Puget Sound. She is a fourth generation Kathryn, so has broad shoulders to stand on!

Roger Martinds grand daughter, Erin Martin

Sharon Britcherds grandson Jacob Britcher,

1
1

We ask Godods Blessings on each of these peop
chapter in their lives.
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June 14, 2015

Oliver Keoni Weber
(pictured above)
&
Danielle Dimmerman
(pictured left)
were baptized
at UCUP by
Rev. Cathlynn Law




